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Procession of Symbols to set the Sacred Space 

Today we come together as one Dominican family, we honour and celebrate St. Dominic Guz-
man – founder of the Dominicans – the Order of Preachers in 2016 is  800 years old.  Dominic 
was a man who was blessed with the gift of preaching. Dominic wanted to set hearts on fire with 
the love for God. This he did by preaching the gospel message. 

Today as  we set our sacred space we are reminded of one of the Dominican mottos – 

    Laudare  Benedicere  Praedicare  

To Praise          To Bless       To Preach 

We bring to the sacred space the school candles from each of the Dominican schools, when 
we gather to pray we light a candle as a sign of God’s presence in our midst. 

We bring the Globe of the World: the Dominican family has spread throughout the world letting 
people know they are precious in God’s sight, that they are indeed a blessing.  

 

We bring an Orange Tree: St. Dominic is said to have planted an orange tree at Santa Sabina in 
Rome. In 1897 an ex-student of Maitland, the first Dominican school in Australia, brought a cut-
ting from this tree to Sydney. This orange tree has been grown from these direct lines and as a 
foundational link to Dominic himself. As we care and nurture this tree, let us be reminded of 
Dominic’s commitment to nourish the growth of God’s love in everyone he met. 

 

We place the Bible in the sacred space - the Word of God in our midst - Dominic preached the 
Good News of God’s love wherever he travelled. 

We also place Rosary Beads – Dominic had a great love of Mary the Mother of Jesus. She gave 
Dominic a prayer to teach people called the Rosary. 

Acknowledgment to Country 

I would like to show my respect and acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the 
Awabakal people, of elders past and present, on which this event takes place 

Together we acknowledge the contributions of Aboriginal Australians and non-Aboriginal Austral-
ians to the education of all children and people in this country we all live in and share together. 

God of our Ancestors, we gather in this holy place…mindful of the traditional carers of this land…
those who walked with you on this holy ground…  

Opening Prayer– Father Bill 

Assist your Church, Lord God,  

By the merits and teachings of Saint Dominic. 

On earth he was an outstanding preacher of your truth,  

Hear him now as he devotedly pleads our cause. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son,  

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

God for ever and ever. 

Amen 



     Reach Out 

 

How can we stand and wait 

And wonder what might be? 

Can you see the hope 

That’s calling you and me? 

When we hear the Spirit’s voice 

We have a choice to make. 

Step up with courage now, 

For our future’s sake. 

 

Reach out in faith and in love 

Guided by God’s word. 

Standing together as one; 

Our voice will ring across the land. 

 

All your people long for peace, 

We long to be restored. 

We have a task to do, 

To work for one and all. 

We will strive for unity 

The world has never seen. 

Be bold and take a stand, 

New hope will be revealed! 

 

Live with integrity 

In all we do and say. 

We know we’re not alone. 

Our voice will ring across the land 

 

We pray for everyone 

Who gathers here today. 

We seek the Spirit’s love 

To guide us on our way. 

 

“Reach Out” (Music- Gina Ogilvie, Words- Monica O’Brien) from “As One Voice The Next Gen-

eration” Willow Publishing Pty Ltd. Australia, 2009. 



 

 

Drama Performance 

 

 

Dominic was born in 1173 in the tiny village of Caleruega which is in Spain. His 

mother Jane  prayed to St. Dominic of Silos before Dominic was born. This is how 

Dominic received his name. Dominic’s father Felix was an honoured and wealthy 

man in his village and Dominic had two elder brothers Antonio and Mannes. People 

knew before he was born that he was going to make a change and bring light to the 

world.   

…………………………………………….. 

 

At a young age Dominic was sent to learn the ways of the priesthood from his uncle 

in Osma. When he was older and studying, he saw Spain was desolated by famine. 

Dominic gave away his money and sold his clothes, furniture and even precious 

books to feed the hungry. Books then were made of the dead skin of animals. Dom-

inic said to his fellow students “Would you have me study off these dead skins, 

when men are dying of hunger?” 

……………………………………………... 

 

In 1215 after studying to become a priest, with 6 followers, he established a new 

religious order to convert people to following Jesus. Dominic became known as a 

great preacher. People loved to listen to him. Once someone asked Dominic what 

book he used to prepare his wonderful sermons, “The only book I use is the book of 

love.” He responded. 

……………………………………………… 

 

The spread of the Rosary as a Marian devotion is attributed to the preaching of St. 

Dominic. The rosary has for centuries been at the heart of the Dominican Order.  

Pope Pius (XI) stated, “The Rosary of Mary is the principle and foundation on which 

the very order of St. Dominic rests, and for making perfect the life of its members 

and obtaining salvation for others.” For centuries Dominicans have been instrumen-

tal in spreading the rosary and emphasising the Catholic belief in the power of the 

Rosary. 

……………………………………………… 

 

Dominic wanted men and women in his religious order devoted to contemplative  

prayer and engaged in constant study of the word of God. In Dominic’s understand-

ing his order of preachers were to be the living reflection of the Gospel they pro-

claim. He saw Gods word as a light for the path of people to follow.  

 

………………………………………………..       



The Gospel according to Matthew  

 

Person:                 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: …  

      As you go, preach the gospel. 

Chorus:                Preach the Gospel. 

 

Person:                 The kingdom of heaven has come near. 

 

Chorus:                Preach the Gospel. 

 

Person:                 Cure the sick 

 

Chorus:                Those who cannot find meaning or purpose 

                              Those who lack spiritual nourishment 

      Those who feel disconnected from life 

                                 

Person:                Raise the dead 

 

Chorus:                Those who have lost hope. 

                             Those who feel unable to love 

 

Person:                Cleanse the lepers 

 

Chorus:                The homeless 

                              The poor 

                              Refugees 

 

Person:                 Cast out demons 

 

Chorus:                Self-doubt 

                              Jealousy 

                              Fear 

       Preach the  Gospel. 

 

Person:                You received without payment; give without payment. 

 

Chorus:                Preach the Gospel. 



St Columban’s 

For our world, torn by hatred and selfishness, that it may hear the voice of witnesses to the Gos-
pel and welcome the message of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the Church, called to shine the true light in the world, that it may always be faithful to its mis-
sion with care for unity and truth, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

San Clemente 

We give thanks loving God for the inspiration you gave to Dominic to begin his work in your 
name and for your continued guidance over 800 years, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer. 

For all those who have been part of the Dominican community in the Maitland-Newcastle Dio-
cese – sisters, staff, students and their families and give thanks for the ways you spread your 
love through them, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer. 

St Dominic’s 
 
We pray for the students and staff in our Dominican schools.  
May they continue to grow in the love of Jesus and may the fire of St Dominic’s mission enlight-
en their lives with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for the Dominican family and for all gathered here today.  
May we all be strengthened by the love of Christ and may we remember our motto -Veritas , 
and continue our search for the Truth in the footsteps of Jesus and St Dominic, let us pray to 
the Lord.   

Lord 

Reflection: Father Bill 

Prayers of the Faithful 

Corpus Christi 

For Education throughout our world, That all children have the liberating experience of 

education regardless of creed, colour or ability, Let us Pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For courage in the pursuit of truth,  That we may fearlessly proclaim the truth in word 

and deed, Let us Pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 



Closing Prayer– Father Bill 

Creator God, we rejoice in our Dominican Heritage and pray that, like the grace-filled Do-

minicans who walked before us, we might come to view life through the heart of God and 

see the world as God sees it. May we be warmed by Dominic’s belief in the Spirit within 

each person, be scorched by his passion for the things of God and be inflamed with com-

mitment to bring the Gospel to the challenges of our own times.  

Amen  

 We are called together as members of the Dominican family to celebrate and acknowledge 

the gifts of one another. We are, all of us, proclaimers of God’s Word, whether that be in 

our grounds, in our offices, or in our classrooms. Whatever we are called to do we share 

our giftedness for the whole community. We build this community through the words we 

speak and the stories we tell which continue to create, to heal, to challenge and to explore 

possibilities. We are a people who respect the Word and actively seek that deep human 

inclination towards the truth.  

Dominic’s light has always shone brightly and it lights the way to reveal the Dominican val-

ues of justice, knowledge, compassion, contemplation and prayer. Freedom, peace, unity, 

integrity and truth. 

Let us continue to be a light in the world. 

I now invite an SRC from each homeroom and a representative from each Primary school 

to receive a Jubilee candle. 



In 2016 we acknowledge that the Order of Preachers is celebrating 800 years. To honour and re-

spect the Dominican charism San Clemente is making several changes. One is to the school 

crest. In the centre of the crest is a white dove and this is symbolic of the peace and security of 

the Holy Spirit.  Before the dove held three ribbons representing prayer, study and leisure.  

 

Today we reveal the new crest which has four ribbons representing the Dominican pillars of Pray-

er, Study, Community and Service.  

 

Prayer is at the heart of the spiritual Dominican life. It is prayer that encompasses contempla-

tion, liturgy and community. Students are encouraged through prayer to reflect, take notice 

of the world in which they live, connect to those around them and develop a personal rela-

tionship with God.  

Study is not just learning for its own sake or for one’s own glory, it is about learning how to 

contribute positively to the world. Life of the mind cannot be separated from the heart. 

Faith is formed by reason and studying is grounding oneself to be a lifelong learner that 

seeks the truth. Students are encouraged to keep learning and strive towards achieving 

their own excellence using their God given gifts. 

Community relates to members of the human race coming together to live together in unity 

and in a way that brings witness to the word. It involves all students engaging and taking 

notice of each other, rejecting all forms of discrimination, practicing personal accountability 

and responsibility in both the school and extended community. 

Service is helping others in need. This relates to offering students opportunities to be active 

in becoming socially responsible global citizens. Service is being aware of inequalities and 

injustices, providing students with tools to better equip them for the future and learning to 

give to others. 

 



The house system at San Clemente consists of four houses. Calaroga, Castile, Aquino and Sien-

na. Each of the houses are directly linked to the Order of Preachers. San Clemente has  

Calaroga 

St. Dominic was born in 1173 in the tiny village of Caleruega. “Calera” means a lime-kiln. This 

place was also called  “fortunate Calaroga”, fortunate because “it was the birthplace of the bold 

lover and the champion of the Christian faith”. Before Dominic was born his mother had a dream 

of a dog with a torch in its mouth, she knew that Dominic was going to set the world on fire. 

Castile 

Caleruega is situated in the region of Castile. Dominic and his  family would have been known as 

being Castellan. The Kingdom of Castile  was a large and powerful state during the Middle Ages.  

The land in Castile is green and  lush and sketches as far as the eye can see. It’s name comes 

from the host of castles constructed in the region.   

Sienna 

St. Catherine of Siena was born during the outbreak of the plague in Siena, Italy on March 25, 

1347. She was the 25th child born to her mother. Despite Catherine's religious nature, she did 

not choose to enter a convent and instead she joined the Third Order of St. Dominic, which al-

lowed her to associate with a religious society while living at home. She had a deep love for Je-

sus and wanted to serve and give to others. 

Aquino 

Thomas Aquinas was born in the county of Aquino. Thomas was a Dominican Friar, Catholic 

priest and Doctor of the Church. Thomas believed  that we must not only study about God, but 

also about science, to understand the world. The Catholic Church honours Thomas Aquinas as 

a saint and regards him as the model teacher for those studying for the priesthood, and indeed 



We are also updating our Mission, Vision and Values statements which now 
make direct links to our Dominican heritage. Our Positive Education  
philosophy of wholeness, wellness and a winning attitude and San Clemente’s 
five ways of being to connect, keep learning, take notice, be active and give. 
 
Mission Statement 
 
At San Clemente we are called to be a Catholic community inspired by St Domi-
nic, developing the whole person through study, service and prayer. 
 
Vision Statement 
 
Through active involvement, giving and positive connections our students will 
take notice and keep learning, living the Dominican pillars, striving towards ex-
cellence and truth.  



 

Chorus: 

Laudare, Benedicere, Praedicare 

Laudare, we praise our Lord with our saints 

Benedicere, we lift our voice in song. 

Praedicare, we proclaim your Word to the world. 

Laudare, Benedicere, Praedicare 

 

Sent out to preach by Dominic 

sent two by two to all the world 

sent out to study the Gospel of grace 

to find new ways to preach 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Un coeur, une ame, tout donnes 

contemplatifs emerveilles 

joyeux amis, apprenez-nous 

pour les pecheurs, misericorde 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Presencia del amor de Dios 

Presencia profetica 

Presencia compasiva 

Sembradores de esperanza 

 

(Chorus 2x) 

 

Laudare, Benedicere, Praedicare 

Laudare, we praise our Lord with our saints 

Benedicere, we lift our voice in song. 

Praedicare, we proclaim your Word to the world. 

Laudare, Benedicere, Praedicare 

The Official Hymn of the 800th Anniversary of the Order of Preachers 




