
SI. Columban's Celebrating Eighty Years of History 1917 - 1997 

St Columban's Catholic Primary School, Mayfield 

Over the last two terms we have been gathering information for our school's 
history project. It has been a very interesting time for us. We have learnt many things 
about our school over its eighty years of existence. 
Through our research we discovered that St. Columban' s school began on the comer of 
Bull and Kerr Streets. Some of the ex-students who began Primary school there are still 
alive. One of these ex-students wrote an account of her time here in 1917. Another ex
student has given us a photograph of the school. We also have memoirs of ex-studcnts 
who were at the school in the early 1920's when the school was moved to Church Street. 

When St Columban 's was built in Church Street in 1922 it was just a few 
classrooms and sheds. It was thcn a Church school and was known as St Joseph's The 
people in the area came here for Mass .on Sundays until the present Church was opened 
in 1940. The School changed its name to St Co.!umbanus when Fr. McCormack came as 
Parish Priest in 1924. St. Columbanus was Anglicized to St. Columban's by Fr. N. 
WithneU, P.P. in 1959. We are grateful to the ex-students who have written accounts of 
their times as students at our school. They have helped the History come alive I 
We traced the History of the School through many different sources; the Dominican 
Sisters Goldcn Jubilec book, the Dominican Sisters Centenary Booklet, the Golden 
Jubilee booklet of the Mayfield District, as well as many articles from the Newcastle 
Morning Herald. 

We are very proud of our School History and to be students ofSt. Columban's at 
this present time. Sf. Columban's has had a great tradition of Catholic Education in the 
NewcastielMaitiand Diocese. 
This year our school was connected to the internet by Telstra. We are hoping to publish 
the History of our school on the internet to make our school more known throughout 
Australia and the world. 

Amanda Breton, Abby Avison and Sarah Jane Lord. 

Year Five. 
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SI. Columban's Celebratmg EIghty Years of History 1917 - 1997 

ST. COLUMBAN'S SCHOOL 
1917 -1997. 

The school has gained a valuable resource through the work of Sister Maureen 
Rigby and the wilJing students who have persevered to compile the history of St 
Columban's since 1917. 

Many ex-students have contributed to their recollections and valuable 
photographs to help the project During Education Week we hosted Artist Mr. Paul 
Maher who worked with our students to produce a mural for the school foyer. Paul 
relied heavily on the history document to produce a wonderful collage of images that tell 
the story of St. Columban' s over the past 80 years. 

We are also grateful to Mrs Dianne Barney from the Department of School 
Education who has organised the publication of this resource aspart of the bicentennial 
celebration. 

Mr Michael Doylc 
Princioal 
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st. Co1wnban's Celebrating Eighty Years of History 1917 - 1997 

THE HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN MAYFIELD. 

1887 Monastery and later Monastery church-Mass centre for people of Mayfield. 
1917 Parochial School established from Waratah in Kerr Street, Mayfield under 

Care of Dominican Sisters. 
1920 Parochial School transferred to present site under title of San Clemente. 
1922 St. Joseph's Church Hall established in Church Street 
1924 Present Parish established with Father Patrick McCormack as first Parish 

Priest 
1926 First part of St. Columban's School and later School Church; extended 

Several times as School and School Church. 
1933 Establishment of Murray-Dwyer Orphanage at Mayfield West. 
1937 Rev. Father James McNamara appointed as Parish Priest when Father McCormack 

transferred to Singleton 
1937 Establishment St. John the Baptist Church in Hanbury Street, (Snake Gully). 
1939 Purchase of present Presbytery to enable removal of old Presbytery to make 

Way for building of new Church. 
1940 St. Columban's Church Blessed and Opened by late Bishop Edmund Gleeson, C.Ss.R. 
1946 Opening of"St. Joseph's Home for the Aged" at Sandgate at the time part of Mayfield 

Parish. 
1949 Shortland including Hexham established from Mayfield to form new Parish under the title 

of Our Lady of Victories. 
1952 Purchase of site and erection of Church School of San eta Maria Goretti, Mayfield West 
1955 Mayfield West Parish established from Mayfield to form new Parish of Christ the King. 
1956 Opening oflarge extensions to St. Columban's School; Father McNamara's untimely 

death preceding opening by only' a few weeks. 
1956 Appointment of Rev Father Withnell as new Parish Priest 
1958 Introduction of Direct Giving Programme. 
1965 Anzac Memorial built to commemorate the fiftieth year of Gallipoli Landing. 
1971 Refurbishing of Church to accommodate new Liturgy introduced. 

Second Vatican Council and Consecration of Alter by Most Rev. Bishop J. Toohey on 
November 23rd, feast of St. Columban and St. Clemente. 

1982 Appointment of Rev. Father Doran as new Parish Priest. 
1985 Appointment of Rev. Father Troy as new Parish Priest. 
1989 Appointment of Rev. Father McCarthy C.SS.R. as new Parish. December 28th

, 

Church suffers damage in earthquake. 
1990 Church repairs carried out and inside Church repainted Friday night November 9th

, 

Mass and special function in hall to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of St. Columban's 
Church. 

1993 Christ the King Primary School, Mayfield West and Sacred Heart Primary, Hamilton, 
Were amalgamated with St. Columban's Primary School. The Primary School is totally 
renovated including a new administration block and canteen. 

1994 Bishop Leo Clarke blesses the renovations and the Primary School. The Hall was 
renovated and the interior painted 

P:::IOP J. 
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st. Columban's Celebrating Eighty Yean; ufHistory 1917 -1997 

The Dominican Sisters Establish St. Columban's School. 

The school was first established by the Dominican Sisters from St. Mary's Convent, 
West Maitland, at the invitation of Bishop Dwyer. They purchased a property owned by Mr. 
Julian Windeyer on the comer ofBul! and Kerr Streets on 19th March, 1917. Three Sisters took 
up residence here on the 15th April to set up a Primary, Secondary, and Boarding School. They 
were Mother M. Concepta O'Donhoe (Superior), Sf. M. Bonaventure Lamond, and Sf. Winifred 
Keating. The Sisters named the school San Clemente after a Dominican Church in Rome. The 
following day 16th April, 1917, the school opened with a enrolment of fifty pupils. Within a 
year the number of students increased to one hundred and seven. 

. '. "--z 

"San Clemente" Dominican Convent, Mayfield, North Waratah. 
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Ii St Columban's Celebrating Eighty Years of History 1917 - 1997 

Early Memories of one of the first students of St. Columban's. 

The Dominican Sisters arrive in Mayfield from Maitland to open a Catholic School 
St. Joseph's Primary School Mayfield, 1917 -1920. 

The Dominican Sisters taught at this school at the comer of Bull and Kerr Streets, the 
Sisters at that time were Mother M. Concepta, Sf. M. Bonaventure. and Sf. M. Bernadine. 

About the middle of June 1917 I was accepted as a pupil at our first Catholic Primary 
school at Mayfield. Coming from the country and being taught by Mum it seemed huge to me, I 
made the twentieth pupil. 

The long desks were used then. All fitted on one seat. It was nothing to land on the 
floor; we were squashed. 

The pupils I remember then, I hopc I'm correct were Bill, Mary, Myra (Sf. M. Leonard, 
OP) and Veronica Mowbray. Mick Krown, Madelaine Greenwood, Kevin Best, ( Br. Placid, 
C.S.S.R.) Estell and Leo Crosby, Beronica HUl)t, Amy and Ida Sutheran, Jack and Dot Jordan, 
Dulcie and Eileen Haynes, Molly (Sister of Mercy) and Harry Jordan, Alice Pead, and Nellie 
Googe (Sf. M. Julianna, OP)' 

We were very happy, loved our teachers and our school. 
On 8th December, 1917 several children made their First Holy CommunIon. ~ome of 

these children were Madeline Greenwood, and Molly and Larry Jordan. Father Cullen was our 
Priest. Mass was in the Chapel at our school. We were taught to love God and love and respect 
for each other and loyalty. 

By Sf. M. Julianna Cooge D.P. 

P~UP r. 
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St. Columban's at San Clemente. 

Two years later In 1919, the Sisters purchased a larger property to meet the needs of the 
growing number of students, This property was on the corner of Crebert and Havelock Streets, It 
was known as "Redcliff', The previous owners were Frank Witherspoon who owned the 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, and Emily Bereridge from whom the Sisters purchased 
the property on the I" July, 1920, The Sisters renamed the property "San Clemente" 

'~4~'--,~·(~t:;·· 

~4j:jjui-:,.;G~0;W....i:j. .. _l~;:~:;.;:~.:i.:.;,_:,:$!;~. :.~-••• ~.-. 

:8 "irn: 0)./ 
J<4f<!'" 

Dominican Convent, "San Clemente", Mayfield (North Waratah) 
REGISTERED SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR BOARDERS AND DA Y PUPILS, 

This Convent, situated in an ideal position on the heights of Mayfield, commanding an 
extensive view ofthe Hunter River and the surrounding districts, is equipped with every modern 
convenience calculated to secure the comfort and health of the pupils 

All subjects are taught. The pupils, under careful supervision, have sea-bathing regularly 
For terms and further information apply to -

TilE MOTHER PRIORICSS 
Tel. Waratah 222. 
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Celebrating Eighty Y cars of I IistoI)' 1917 - 1997 

A New Catholic Primary School for Mayfield. 

The Primary section of the school remained on the San Clemente site until 1922 when 
it was moved to St Columban's present school site in Church Street. A small Church School 
and some sheds were erected to provide for the Primary School students and also to enable the 
parishioners to have a place to attend Mass on Sundays. The new Church School was named 
SI. Joseph's by Fr. P.c. McCormack who took up residence in a house on the property in 1924, 
and became the first Palish Priest ofMaytleld. In 1926 a foundation stone was placed on the 
school to commemorate its completion. The School was officially opened and blessed by 
Bishop Gleeson, on 27th March, 1927. The school's name was changed to SI. Columbanus 
to distinguish it from SI. Joseph's Parish School, Merewether. The Rev. MJ. O'Reilly, eM. 
officiated and preached at the Ceremony. 
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St Colurnban's Celebrating Eighty Years of 111story 1917 - 1997 

Remembering st. Columban's 
1926. 

I recall with pleasure, with sadness, with amusement, and indeea with a feeling of real 
nostalgia, my early days at SI. Columban's SchooL 

I started school when the Dominican Sisters first moved down from Bull Street to Crebert 
Street, and opened the Primary School in 1926. 

We had a building that was both a school and a church. The rooms were divided by heavy 
wooden folding doors, the altar being exposed at weekends for Mass. We were often warned that 
our behaviour was not proper in front of Our Lord's altar l 

Additional classrooms on the southern fence line were simply weather sheds, open to the 
elements on one side. With creaky floorboards and holes, it was easy for the "villainous boys" to 
push their slate pencils through the cracks, and then tell Sister they had fallen through, and they 
couldn't write their lessons on their slates I There was many a lesson interrupted when cicadas 
either flew, or were smuggled into the shcd 

School photos were a special occasion and we were all turned out in our best, no 
uniforms or tuckshop in those days. There were in faet even no shoes for some children, and 
during the severe Depression times, some pupils had no school lunches. I remember Sf. M. 
Bernadette asking children who could. to please bring some extra sandwiches for distribution to 
needy playmates. 

P":lo<, Q 
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St Columban's Students 

P~or 1(1 
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Earlv Days at St. Columban's 

'<,- .
... ;~,;1ii.~:~~-~ 

p""" 11 
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St. Columban's 1928 
6 ti, C I a.~;;s:iirb 

I" Row: I. Joan Maher 2. _____ 1 _____ 4 _____ i "1a\ Ford. (, Laura 
2nd Row: I. Kathy Mo" bra), 2. Kalh .. ) MarialinL-._----"--1- lan Fitzpatnck. ~ eileen Moran. () Ceei" 

Hanlon. 
7. 

3'" Row: I. ____ _ 
4"' Row: I. Lorna Odklev. 

7 

2. Winnie Crosbie 3.Mona Best. -I- :' Fraccs Ryan. () 
2 Violet Woolpre)'.l _____ ,4. Bonnie Maher. ,Bonme Gallaghee.r::;.";, -=====-

8 Nelhc 

It was a time when Sr M. Anne was in the convent kitchen and we would often see her 
giving food to passing' swagmen' who moved from town to town in search of work [t was a 
special treat to go on a message to the Convent - Sr Anne always seemed to be able to find a 
piece of cake or a biscuit for the messenger 

Old Father McCormick too was a favourite - he would come over to the school 
periodically and toss handfuls of sweets to the children, causing pandemonium and a mad 
scramble in the playground. The playground was a muddy quagmire in rainy weather - a clay 
bank in the area near the back driveway was irresistible to some of the scalawag boys, and muddy 
school clothes and muddy school benches were Just another problem for Sister and a giggle for 
the pupils 

[ remember with affection Sr M. Monica. Sr M. Bernadette Sr M Catherine 
Sr M. Sebastian. Sr M Columbanus and many others who bore the heat and the burden of the 

day' to establish SI Columban's School. Such as well equipped and progressive spacious school 
with it's modern teaching curriculum and facilities, is indeed a living tribute to their seilless 
dedication and early labors. 

Mary (LeWIS) Shan 

P-'V(' 11 
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St. CulumbaIl's Celebrating Eighty Y t!(1fS of HIstory 1917 - 19Y7 

Memories of school days at SI. Joseph's Primary School, Mayfield, 

(A few thoughts about my school days at c)'I. Joseph's Pnmmy School, Mayfield now St. 
Columban's. This is going 10 lesl my "memory box" I). 

Even before I began school, I was "introduced" to the Dominican Sisters at Mayfield 
My aunt, Liz Hanlon, (Dad's sister), was a member of the Altar Society. When it was her 
group's tum, Auntie would often take me with her. She was friendly with the Sisters, in 
particular, M.M. Concepta. Ifwe left home early, we'd visit the Convent first. Otherwise, it 
would be after the various "chores" were done to the group's complete satisfaction. Through 
these visits, M.M. Concepta became a very special friend to me too. Our friendship lasted until 
her death. 

After their marriage, my parents, (John and Gertrude Hanlon), lived in Wilkinson Street, 
Mayfield, - 3 streets up from Waratah Railway Station I was their eldest child, followed by 
Marie, then John My sister died when she was 4, as a result of the Whooping Cough Epidemic 
that was raging. Baby John and I recovered. 

Fr Patrick McCormack was Parish Priest of Mayfield Parish. The Presbytery was a 
lovely big house, surrounded by trees and gardens, and took up most of the land on which the 
present St. Columban's Church was built. FR. Paddy was still in charge of the Parish when I 
began school. 

If my memory serves me correctly, I began at St. Joseph's School, Church Street, 
Mayfield, when I was 6 About 4 houses separated us from the Howell Family, in Wilkinson 
Street. Evelyn, who was in the Primary School, (can't remember which class, but she was one 
of the "big" girls), use to call for me to take me to school. On the way, we would meet up with 
Dot Jordan and Chrissie Krohn, (who was Marie Burgman's (Burgess - maiden name), Aunt, 
later in life). The were also the "big girls", and Evelyn's friends and class-mates. 

I think it was a Miss Southon who taught me in I Sl Class. Sr Michael was my Second 
Class teacher, and a "sweetie". The school also served as the Church. About 10 or so steps led 
up to the entrance to 3,d class, the room was long and narrow, and the Altar was situated at the 
opposite end to the entrance. Sr Catherine was the 3,d class teacher (I think she was ofirish 
decent) 

My youngest brother, Len, was born in July, 1923,6 months after the family moved 
from Wilkinson Street, to Arnold Street, Mayfield West, on the right side of the Redemptorist 
Monastery. The children who lived in that area, often played in the Monastery grounds. The 
Dominican Sisters and Redemptorist Fathers have had a great influence on my life over the 
years 

It was quite "a hike" from our new home to school. It was great meeting up with other 
children, as we walked along Crebert Street to school in Church Street. Mayfield East State 
Primary School is on the comer of Crebert and Ingall Streets. Homewards bound in the 
afternoons, we'd meet up with a group of children from this school If we spotted them, first, 
we'd call out, "Catholics, Catholics, ring the bell, while the Publics go to hell". If they saw us 
first, the shouting would be reversed. Shame on us alii II. 

My "memory box" has failed mel I've tried and tried, but can't remember who was my 
4th Class teacher. Miss Kennedy, a Retired State Primary School Teacher, ( resided in 
Woodstock Street), taught me in 5th class. I was one of her "pets" because I was "a good speller 

In those days, some of the 5th and 6th class pupils were entered for the Irish History 
Exams I can remember Sr. Bernadette, herself Irish, teaching us the Irish History Programme. 
Once or twice a week, Mother Borgia would instruct those doing the course. We "marched" up 
to the "Cottage", located in the corner of the Secondary School Sport's area, next door to the 

P''''<JP 11 
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U St. Columban's Celebrating EIghty Years 01 llistory 1917 - 1997 

big white B.H.P. House, and facing Church Street (still there) Commercial Class, 1'" year and 
music lessons were conducted in the cottage. Mother Borgia fascinated the Primary school 
"Kids". She could face the class whilst writing on the blackboard. One time I let my attention 
stray. I looked towards the window as someone passed by Mother Borgia threw the blackboard 
duster at me for not paying attention 1 Don't think there was any reward for doing the Irish 
History Exams. The Catholic Primary Schools participating, probably received some sort of 
recognition, etc. I spent half of my I" year days at the cottage, before the new "San Clemente" 
High School was opened. 
Sr Sebastian would select a number of 5th and 6th Class girls, train us and, enter us in the 
Maypole Competitions at the St. Patrick's and May Day Sport's Carnivals. On most occasions, 
we'd be the Maypole Champions One of Sister's friends, Mrs. O'Mara, always made our 
costumes, and they were fantastic. Sister was keen on sports, too, and as Vigaro was on the 
Sport's Programme, she would enter us in that competition, also, at the May Day Sports. Mr. 
Jim Lane, a friend of Sister's, was our Coach. Sf. Julianna will remember this. One year we 
played a Cessnock Women's Vigaro Team in the final, and WON. Most of their members werf' 
married and quite "a deal" older that we were, and "as rough as bag:!! 1 The Cessnock women 
couldn't accept being beaten by a team of "youngsters". A few of us were still in 6th class, 
others were either in 1" year or Commercial class. We'd never heard such vulgar language. It 
was unbelievable. Sr. Julianna was "Back-stop" and I was second "back-stop". Now the ter.m is 
wicket keeper Besides Vigaro Sister had us learn to play Hockey Before we could afford to 
buy Hockey Sticks, Vigaro Stumps, broom handles, and such like, were used. Despite the badly 
bruised and bleeding legs, arms, chins, etc,. and even getting "knocked out", we enjoyed every 
minute of playing. I played Centre Half When we had our Hockey Sticks and mastered the· 
game, Sister entered us in Competitions as we became a "formidable team". So much so, we 
won several trophies. Besides the Maypole, Marching, Vigaro and Hockey, Sr. Sebastian 
arranged the school concerts. She had "imagination plus"! I was often a fairy ...... . 

As I mentioned earlier, I commenced 1''- Year in the "Cottage", then moved to the new 
I" Year Classroom, when the new "San Clemente" Secondary School was officially opened. 
We "skipped" 2nd Year and became 3'd Year students 1 Think it was because the new Secondary 
School had to be registered with the State Education Department. M.M.Madeliene was Prioress 
and taught us English and Math's. The "latter" was my "forte"l We repeated "3,d Year' M.M. 
Agnes was our English Teacher, and had previously taught at Tamworth. How we "disliked" the 
Tamworth Students. M. Agnes was always comparing us with them and praising then to the 
"nth. Degree". Mother called us "Disobedient Inter.mediatcs", which sounded like "disobedient 
Inter.mediates"!! 1 " San Clemente" was only registered as a Third Year High SchooL Think 3 or 
4 of the girls went to St. Mary's, Maitland as Boarders - Sf. Jane Margaret, (Avice Preston), 
was one. Mavis Sheedy, (trom Waratah), and myself, travelled to Maitland by train. 

Ifmy memory serves me correctly, Ff. Rory O'Moore succeeded Fr. McCor.mack as 
Parish Priest; then Fr. McNamara, with Fr. Joe Walsh as Curate. Later Fathers Miek 0 'Dwyer 
and John Jensen were appointed as Assistants. 

Can't remember the year new classrooms were built. Kinders, I" Class and 2nd Class 
were in the area that could be converted into a Hall, folding doors divided the rooms. 
Kindergarten was on "the stage" area. The Younger Set organised regular Saturday Night 
Dances in the Hall. There was a Tennis Court in the school grounds - towards Havelock Street 
end which the Younger Set used at week-ends. One time Fr Mac. Decided the Parish should 
organise a Ball and Debs. Be presented, requesting many of the young folk to take part. Despite 
the fact that I was in "4th Year", Father persuaded Mum to let me be "a Deb". Aiden Crosbie 
was my "partner". The Ball was in the School "Hall" 

P'-'lOP 1.1 
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I would have liked to have studied Architecture at University, but scholarships were 
"few and far between" as N.S.W. was in "the grip" ofa very serious depression. PosItions, too, 
were hard to come by. M.M. Phillippa, Prioress, gave me the opportunity of "teaching" 1" Class 
at St. John's Primary School, Maitland. Sr. Scholastica was in charge ofthe Infants' school. 
Sister "trained" me well After 2 years with 1" Class at St. John's, I returned home to be of 
help, when my mother became very ill. I still continued teaching. Relieved Sr. de Ricci with 
some of3'd Class work; Boarders (Boys), at St. Mary's Star of the Sea, Newcastle. Also taught 
English and Math's to the girls in Commercial Class Following year, my "assignment" was 
teaching 6'"' Class in the Primary School. Next 2 years, taught 1" Class, (on the "stage" at St. 
Columbanus') Back with Sr. Scholastica, who was the Principal of the Infants' school. In 1940, 
I was the 5'"' Class teacher. Now, if I meet up with any of the folk whom I taught that year, 
being "facetious" they greet me with, "Hello, Miss Hanlon". 

Miss palazzi was the Diocesan Catholic Schools' Examiner. A very stem and severe 
lady. She was the Examiner when I attended Primary School and also when I was teaching I 
think she retired about middle of the 1930's. Mr. O'Callaghan took her place. When I was 
teaching 1" Class at Mayfield, he gave me an excellent report and recommended I should apply 
for a Teachers' College Scholarship Foolishly, I didn't follow his suggestion. Had I known in 
"insight" I'd be a widow after only 14 years of marriage, I may have been tempted to accept 
Mr. O'Callaghan's recommendation. 

The new Church, St. Columbanus', was blessed and opened in August, 1940. Fr. Mac. 
Wanted Stan and me to be the first to be married in the new Church, but we had planned the 
ceremony for 26'"' December, 1940, to fit in with Stan's annual holidays. After the wedding, I 
"vowed and declared" I would never get married on a Boxing Day again". It was too hectic .. 

Sr. Finbar was Principal of the Primary School and also Spiritual Director of the 
Children of Mary Sodality, with "Yours Truly" President. Sf. Columbanus was in charge of the 
Infants' School. I received" a wonderful farewell" and lovely gifts from the Sisters and School
children at the end of the school year in 1940. The Children of Mary formed "a guard of 
honour" as Stan and I came out of the Church after the wedding Ceremony and Nuptial Mass. 

Still lived in Mayfield after our marriage, and, as always, played an important part in 
"the life of the Parish" Ifa task needed attention, and could be carried out by a Lay Person, 
(and a woman), it was always me, Fr. Mac. Called on. Stan would say, "Aren't there any other 
women in the Parish besides you .. 

"My memory is failing me fast'" Father O'Dwyer and Jensen were still at Mayfield in 
the 1940's. Can't remember the year they were transferred to other Parishes. I think Fr. Delaney 
came as Assistant, then replaced by Fr. Diarimid Heffernan. Later Fr. Frank Coffey joined Fr. 
''Heff' as an Assistant also to Fr. Mac. Despite coming from a ''well-to-do'' Merriwa Family, 
Fr. McNamara was a very "frugal" person. He had the "barest of necessities" in the Presbytery. 
Not long after Fr. Coffey was appointed to Mayfield Parish, he used his "gentle persuasion", ( 
and not so gentle, sometimes), and was able to organise some necessary "home comforts", 
including decent beds, lounge chairs and carpets etc. I can remember one time, when I was 
President of the Tuck Shop Committee, Sr. Columbanus asked me to mention to Fr. Mac. That 
money was needed to purchase a couple of straw brooms for the Infants' School. The old ones 
were worn right down to thc stumps' On my request, Father went over to the school and asked 
to see the brooms. After "the inspection" and supposedly sweeping a small area of the floor, he 
declared "there was nothing wrong with the brooms"'" Sister and I couldn't believe what we'd 
heard 
A few of us, (mothers), "clubbed together" and bought a couple of new brooms. 

p".lOP 1"1 
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The Tuck Shop was "a broken down old tin shed"l It's a miracle there were no serious 
mishaps in iL ... Soon after it was oflicially publicised that Buses were to replace the Trams, and 
the latter were "for sale", a discussion took place at a Parent's & Friends' Association Meeting, 
regarding "the suitability" of using a couple of the tram cars for a tuck shop. When all members 
were in agreement, a motion was "carried" to purchase 2 trams. The men did a wonderful job. 
The "transformation" ofthe tram cars into a "tuck shop", with "all modern conveniences", was 
incredible l Everyone was delighted with "the new set up". As you may well imagine, none 
more so than the ladies on the Tuck Shop Roster The Bishop of Maitland Diocese, His 
Lordship, Bishop Edmund Gleeson, CS.S. R. officially blessed and opened "the new Tuck 
Shop". (Can't remember the date). Besides being President of the Tuck Shop Committee, I was 
also Secretary of the Parish Parents' & Friends' Association. That is the reason I was with the 
Official Party on the Dais for the opening Ceremony. 

The Mayfield Progress Association, (think that's what it was called) - made up of the 
local Councilors, (AId Purdue, then Lord Mayor of Newcastle), resided in Mayfield), and 
Business People, on a couple of occasions, organised "Spring Fairs" One time the fair was 
held in Dangar Park; another year in Webb Park. The various Organisations, in the Suburb, 
were urged to participate, our Parents' and Friends' Association "manned" a stall as well as 
"the inevitable Chocolate Wheel" The money raised was kept by the Stall-holders. Ours, 
naturally, went to the Parish Fund. There were Parades of Floats along Maitland Road, 
preceding the Fair. In 1953, (I think), "We" won the prize for the best float, it was a "Swan". 
Took many, many hours ofbaek-breaking work, plus many aching fingers to bring it to "our 
satisfaction". The Queen was seated on a throne, with her attendants on either side, drawn by 
the Swan. The float was reall y beautifull 

The Newcastle City Hall was the venue for the Ball organised by the P & F Association 
in '54. I was asked to be Matron of Honour for the Presentation of the Debs. Felt I had "enough 
on my plate" being Secretary of the P & F, with lots of organising, etc, to do. Stan died 
suddenly, 18th September, 1954, a few months after the Ball. I was absolutely devastated. I will 
never forget the wonderful support given me, Anne Maree, Gregory and my parents, from 
Fathers McNamara, Coffey and Heffernan, and the Parishioners. Fr. Coffey became a very close 
and special friend to Stan and mc. Fr Frank shed many tears with me, too. The next year, 1955, 
the P & F members used their "gentle persuasion" urging me to be Matron of Honour for the 
Debutantes, saying "it would do me good" ....... I accepted. Fr. Nann Withnell was appointed 
P.P. ofMaytield in 1955, and Fr. John Barry, his assistant. They both accompanied his 
Lordship, Bishop John Toohey, Bishop of Maitland, on the stage of the City Hall, when His 
Lordship received the Debs. The Ball was a wonderful success. Folks were very gracious with 
their congratulations for my "role" as Secretary, and very complimentary for my part as Matron 
of Honour Mr. Ted Kachel escorted me in to the Ballroom and on to the Stage. 

Stan was an Electrician, and also, "a handy man". He, too, spent a lot of his spare time 
doing "odd jobs" at SL Columbanus', also at Hanbury Street School, ("Snake Gully", as it was 
called I). Besides the Hall, a couple of Tram Cars were also used as classrooms, there. He 
became a very "special friend" of Sf Stephen Whenever "repairs", or such like, needed 
attention, "Stephen" would always send an S.O.S. to "Uncle Stan", as she called him. He also 
hclped with "various tasks that needed seeing to, Parish-wise. 

Stan was a member of the Sacred Heart Sodality Both Men's and Women's Sodalities 
were very prominent in the Parish. The men, including the Mayfield boys who were in 4th and 
5th Years at Marist Brothers' School, Hamilton, attended, in their numbers, 7 a.m. Mass, first 
Sunday of the month. Fr. '1 leff " Was their Spiritual Director. The ladies, too, were well 

P~"P If. 
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represented when it was their Sodality's special 7 am Mass Fr. Coffey was their Spiritual 
Leader. 

When Anne Maree, and Gregory, a couple of years later, began school, Sr. Laurentia 
was in Charge of the Infant's School, and taught 2nd Class; Imelda Struck, (now Mrs, 
Hutchens), was 1 st. class teacher; Joyce McCarthy, (now Mrs. Groombridge), had "kinders". 
Because Anne Maree was very bright Sr. Laurentia enrolled her in 1" Class she could read at a 
very early age. Often Stan and I would take the youngsters, Anne Maree and Greg, (the latter in 
the pram), for a walk. Anne Maree would work out all the signs on the shops, etc. At 4, even 
"mastered" The Newcastle Miners' Advocate". Think that was the title of the paper, then. After 
many years, was changed to 'The Newcastle Herald". Gwennie Nevin, a youngster in 2nd class, 
was also a "good reader". When Mr. O'Callaghan, the Catholic School Inspector, was 
examining 2nd class in reading, he wouldn't believe Sister that both youngsters could read it 
"backwards" Ii I To Sister's delight, neither made a mistake. Mr. O'Callaghan couldn't believe 
"the task" was no problem for either one, and congratulated them. Once when Greg was in 2nd 

class, there was "a lot of chattering going on", Sister Laurentia asked the usual question, "who 
was speaking"? When Greg put up his hand, Sister wanted to know why he'd "owned up". His 
reply, "I couldn't tell a lie because I had my Veritas Badge on". No punishment was metered 
out, instead Greg was praised for being "honest". No punishment was metered out, instead Greg 
was praised for being "honest". Sister told me the story later. She was "tickled pink". 

Sr. Jane Frances was Anne Maree's 3rd Class teacher. Sr. Sylvester, (Joyce Adams), 
taught Greg when he was in 3'd Class. Sure you can guess sister was called "Sylvester the 
Cat"lll behind her back, of course .... Can't remember the names of their respective "4th class 
teachers". Sister? (Marty Lonergan) had 5th class At that time, when boys completed 5th class at 
the Convent Schools, they had "to enroll" in 6th class at the new Marist Brothers' Primary 
School, Tighes Hill. Sr. Damian taught 6th class. Anne Maree won a bursary. M.M. Regina was 
Prioress of "Elm Court", Moss Vale, and "persuaded" me to let Anne Maree go to the Boarding 
School and complete her Secondary School Studies there. Sr. Regina taught me Maths in 5th 

year at St. Mary's, Maitland, and became a very special friend from then right up until her 
death. Greg continued with the Marist Brothers at their High School at Hamilton. At the end of 
5th Year, Journalism, Pharmacy and Medicine were Courses Anne Maree considered. Sr. 
Assumpta suggested she apply for a Teachers' College Scholarship, in case she changed her 
mind From an early age, Greg had" a real affinity with animals". He had thoughts of being a 
Veterinarian; later a Lawyer in the Police Force (Brother Keenan "talked him out of that 
course"), tinally a teacher. Both became school teachers in the endl 

C =.l) f1C l-lu.-r'" 
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St. Columban's 1940 - 1950. 
A Principal's School Days at St. Columban's. 

1 was Principal and taught Sixth Class all day for part of by then 1940-
41- 45- 46- 47- 48- 49-50 These were hard years, some War years but very happy ones I 
enjoyed teaching the large classes, sixty boys and girls I was very fortunate because I never had 
a discipline problem during my teaching years, I came from a family who had a sister and two 
brothers State School teachers, When I first went as principal to Moss Vale my brother said to 
me "You have never taught boys before, Win them with love of this doesn't work give one good 
wack and they will respect you ever. Wacks were never wanted at Mayfield, 

These were poor days and even though there were six sisters teaching in the school, the 
school money was always below 10/- 2/6 on some occasions, I would like to add here that 
never once did the Superiors make any comment about the lack of money, 
The Mayfield parents were so generous and co-operative, They made many sacrifices to send 
cakes etc, to the sisters and I always pray for them as generous Benefactors, 

During my time as principal Housie was played every Thursday night in the schooL This 
meant removal of ink wells, opening all the folding doors dragging the long heavy desks and 
forms in place for the games, Com was used as counters and the mess dreadfuL After Mass in 
our Chapel each Friday morning I raced across the paddock to sweep the whole school, drag the 
desks and forms into the classrooms, close the partition doors, Sometimes I was lucky I had the 
help of a few boys who came early, Then I hastened back to the Convent had cup of coffee and 
toast then back to school by 9,00 am These were the days when we wore heavy cream habits 
and stiff headsets, It was a problem to try and keep clean and presentable for class, 

The priest I remember were Fathers McNamara, O'Dwyer, Delany and later Heffernan, 
Father Me was P,p, but he was too busy trying to raise money for a Church to give us anything 
for the schooL Once Sr. M, Colubanus asked Father for money to buy some reading books for 
the Infants Father refused so sister said "Father I shall get the books and put them on your 
account" which she did, 
In the early days the Church was part of the schooL The sisters had a small section separated 
from the main part by lattice, One Sunday there was no altar boy Father called Percy Burgess, 
Father I said Percy has never answered Mass he will not know what to do, give me the bell "No 
he will be right" The Sisters answered the Mass 
When it came time for the belL Father said "Bell Percy" nothing happened, One of the sixth 
class boys was kneeling near the lattice so I said go up Bobby and ring the bell three times to 
my horror Billy got, genuflected reverently, went out the door on the opposite side and pealed 
out the large school bell three times This caused a stir for the Congregation, Our senior Sr. M 
Reginald pulled her shawl over her head to hide her laughter. 

Mrs. Murphy was a Mulhern, 
I have made reference to large classes. Miss May taught Third Class and this year there 

were 80 in her class She became ill and I was wondering just what I would do as I had 60 in my 
class, There was a knock at my door and a lovely lady was standing there" Sister I hear Miss 
May is sick I am a trained teacher could I help", What an answer too prayer. The lady was 'Mrs 
Mulhearn, (Murphy) and her son Peter was in the class. That afternoon he said to her Mother 
"You made a mess of it Mum you didn't have grammar and Miss Moy never misses grammar". 
"Oh Peter I I took up 80 books today I noticed just one grubby one in the pack. I pulled it out 
and whose name was on it? Peter Murphy, He decided not to make any further comments Peter 
was very clever and has made a great success of his life. He is now Principal of Singleton High, 
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You will realise that we didn't have the books or facilities available now. I spent hours 
recording History and Geography on brown paper charts. 
These were a great boon because the class could use them when I had a bad asthma attack. 

I cannot remember the year but the school won first prize for the best flat in Newcastle. 
It was a large white Swan the full size of the lorry Sf M. Laurentia was the Infants teacher as 
well as a wonderful artist. She drew a large swan on the asphalt playground. The men came and 
shaped the swan with wire whilst the sisters, ladies and pupils cut hundreds of white feathers 
from crepe paper and when completed, it was breath taking. Sorry, I cannot remember the year 
but it was a very wet day. I had left the pupil's in the classroom whilst I dashed to the Convent 
for a morning tea break. There was a loud bang on the lattice and Paul Marr called "come 
quickly Sister, Robert Curtin is caught on an electric wire". Naturally I ran but on the way I said 
Paul go for the Priests, Father 0' Dwyer raced across and turned off the power Just the week 
before we had a lecture from the Safety First policeman who said never touch anyone on an 
electric wire with your bare hands, grab something like your blazer before you try to release 
them. I had a large flannel cape on so I put my hands in that and dragged Robert, who was then 
unconscious, from the wire and dropped him in the mud. When I got my breath I asked one of 
the boys to help me lift him into the classroom. We placed him flat on a dry mat - my big 
mistake I should have placed him over a desk. The three Priests then arrived so I asked one to 
go and ring Dr. Hoskinson who said call an ambulance. I remembered that Robert's mother was 
just home with a new baby. Would the ambulance officer call on the way to the Mater and tell 
the mother what had happened? When I first heard the news I queried in my mind how could he 
have got on the roof but no - it was an earth wire down the bricks of the wall which was alive 
and boy like Robert had dragged his hand along the wall and was electrocuted News from the 
Mater stated that the wire had burned into his neck and to the bones of his hand. Thank God he 
recovered and is still alive. The account seems to be too much of me so I would like to add that 
the students who have their primary education at St. Columbanus and later at San Clemente and 
the Brothers continue to show their gratitude for all things Dominican. 

1989 Mary Scott (Lawrence) organised a re-union for all the Dominican Ex-Students -
male and female in the area and over 500 came to Waratah. Last year she organised another and 
over 300 attended the Mass and dinner. Their loyalty is beyond reproach Religious vocations 
were strong - four for the Priesthood, several Dominicans and others to the Sisters of Mercy 
and Lochinvar. Students I have taught in sixth class in several schools remember their Primary 
days better than the Secondary days, so it is important for all teachers to recognise this fact and 
to inspire their pupils with happy memories. 

I know I would never have coped if it had not been for devoted, dedicated sisters and 
teachers on the staff. I am very aware that the present day Curriculum stretches over so many 
more subjects Science etc computers - good use ofTY. but not always assisting education. 

It is very sad to hear so frequently about the problem of illiteracy. Students reaching 
year seven and eight who cannot read We, the Primary teachers of our days, owed a great deal 
of gratitude to our Infants' teachers. Every child who came to third class could read well and 
write a page of story with no spelling errors. Undoubtedly the reason why Miss Moy and many 
other teachers could face 80 children in third class and continue to educate them. This may not 
be what you wanted but it is the best I can do in myoId age. 

Sf M St. Luke. 
P.s. Good artide thiS week's Catholic Weekly "Vatican calif or better literacy over the 

media" 
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An Ex Student of St. Columban's. 

Anna Rutherford was born in Newcastle in 1932. She was educated by the Dominican 
Nuns at Mayfield After her success at Newcastle University she entered on a distinguished 
career. 

Since 1966 she has taught at Harkus University Denmark, where she was an associate 
professor specializing in colonial and post colonial literature. 

In 1975 - 76 she was a visiting professor at Ahmadu University, Nigeria, and has at 
times lectured in most countries of the Commonwealth. 
She is the founding editor of the International Arts Magazine Kunapipi and directory of the 
Dangaros Pres 

She was chairperson of the Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language, the 
first woman to be appointed to the position. 
Anna retired from Harkus University this year. 

D~op '11 
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MEMORIES OF ST COLlfMBAN'S SCHOOL, MAYFIELD 

By Ray Mulhearn (September, 1996) 

Primary school education is a most vital developmental period of one's life, and I 

am very grateful for having had the experience of being a pupil of St Columban's School, 

Mayfield. 

My infants schooling was at the Hanbury Street church/school, which was an 

annex of St Columbanus's parish school. This church/school had no official name, but 

was known to everyone as "Snake Gully" In 1989, Flo Murphy, (now deceased,) and I 

collaborated to write a booklet about that wonderful institution, and a copy of the 

booklet has been donated to St Columban's School, Mayfield in 1996. 

Anyway, we who attended Snake Gully referred to St Columban's School as "The 

Top School", because of its position on the hill 

After completing Kindergarten, 1st Class and 2nd Class at Snake Gully, I 

graduated to "The Top School" in 1947 and remained a pupil there until I completed 6th 

Class in December 1950. 

In those days of no school buses, at least 110t to our school, we thought nothing 

of the fact that we walked to school every day from Texas Street, quite a considerable 

distance, and including the hill Of course, many people had to walk a lot further than 

that I 

The lingering bigotry of earlier times still eXisted in 1947, and so It was that, 

while on our way to school, we Catholic pupils sometimes had verbal slanging matches 

with groups of the pupils who attended public schools. It must be remembered, too, thai 

at that time it was very unusual for a Catholic child to attend a public school. 
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On the way to school, we would take a short cut through the Fogg's bus depot on 

Maitland Road, and we often nourished ourselves by purchasing a few pence worth of 

broken biscuits from the grocery store near the Terminus. Older residents would know 

that "The Terminus" was the name given to the intersection of Maitland Road and 

Hanbury Street This name came from the fact that, firstly, the steam trams and then 

later, in my time, the electric trams from Newcastle, terminated at that location. 

While I attended St Columban's, the school consisted of a brick building running 

East and West, with a row of classrooms which had their doorways facing North. I seem 

to remember a verandah running along the North side of this building. On the Eastern 

end there was a room which extended further South than the rest of the classrooms. 

This room was used as a hall for various functions, including a youth dance on Saturday 

nights. During school time, the hall was divided off by partitions to make class rooms. 

There was an old scnool bell on the Northern side of the classrooms. There was 

a covered walkway which went all the way from the primary school up to San Clemente 

convent, so that the nuns had shelter for their frequent trips back and forth 

Between the back of the church building and the Western end of the school, there 

was a space of sufficient width for the pupils to play the then very popular game of 

rounders The home base was always on the uphill side, near the paddock 

Sister St Luke, who still lives in the Newcastle district in 1996, was the principal 

for some, most or all of the four years I was at the school. I have only good memories of 

the Dominican nuns who worked so hard, under very basic conditions, to give us a good 

spiritual and academic education. And they somehow managed to do this on the pittance 

of minimal, often irregular, weekly school fees. 
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I can't remember who did the daily school cleaning. Probably it was the nunS or 

the children, but I do know that volunteer parents had to have cleaning work bees during 

school holidays, to do scrubbing, window cleaning and the like. 

As a person who has been involved in primary school education for over thirty 

seven years, it is interesting for me to observe the differences between what was offered 

to pupils when I was at St Columban's and what schools, in general, offer today And 

this is not a criticism of St Columban's. It would have been a typical picture of most 

Catholic schools, and probably most public schools, of that era l 

To my memory, there was never any inter-school sport, no athletic carnivals, no 

debating or public speaking, no swimming, no camps and no excursions of any sort. A 

library was either non-existent or, if it did exist, it would have consisted of only a couple 

of book shelves or an old cupboard. 

However, we didn't know that we were missing out on anything, and the school 

still succeeded in giving us a good sound education in the basics. The later achievements 

of many ex-students is ample evidence that the school must have been doing a good job, 

given the harsh conditions of the times. 

Classes were always very large. I can't remember just what the figures were, but 

I believe that classes in many Catholic schools of those times often were over forty, or 

sometimes over fifty 

Most of the teachers I had in infants and primary school were nuns, but some lay 

staff were employed. Miss Moy was one teacher who is well remembered by many 

people, and I have been reminded that there was a lay teacher in the infants section of St 

Columban's while I was in the primary. All of these teachers had their hearts in the right 

place, and really had the welfare of their pupils as a top priority. 

3 
24



I can remember that a very popular game at lunch times was "Red Rover l " which 

IS a chasing and catching game. We played this on the grass paddock, South East of the 

school building, up near Havelock Street 

I can remember, too, playing a game which was very popular at the time, which 

involved folding cigarette packets up into a flat shape and saving as many different 

brands as possible. These "cards" could then be won or lost in competition by sliding a 

card up against a wall. The person whose card was closest to the wall would then get 

the chance to win and keep the opponents' cards. We each used to have a collection of 

many dozens of these cards. This was often played on the verandah on the North side of 

the school Marbles, too, was a favourite game. We usually played for "keeps" and the 

variations of the game were, big ring, little ring and follow the leader 

rhe school milk, which was supplied, free, by the government, was delivered to 

school each day by the milko, and stored somewhere on the Northern side of the building 

until it was drunk at recess. There was no refrigerator, so it was usually warm, and the 

homogenised process had not been thought of, so the cream was always at the top, 

requiring a lot of shaking to disperse it. I know what children of today would think of 

that' 

Another memory I have is of the time when two obsolete trams were procured to 

be used as a tuck shop. They were delivered to school by truck, and then a group of 

volunteer parents set to work to convert the interiors into spaces suitable for food 

preparation and sale My father, Phil Mulhearn, a carpenter, and my uncle, Kevin 

Mulhearn, a plumber, were very much involved in that project. 

The trams remained there for many years before finally bein~ removed in fairly 

recent times 
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In 1950 there was a memorable event which was talked about for many years 

That event was the Mayfield Catholic Parish's entry into the Mayfield Spring Festival 

Competition. The idea was that each community group that entered would compete to 

see who could raise the most money for its own organisation, and then the competition 

would climax with a grand parade featuring floats from each organisation, plus 

commercial interests. 

Our float was a magnificent white swan which was built, by volunteers, over 

Kevin Mulhearn's International truck. The shape was firstly drawn by Sister Laurentia, 

on the asphalt outside her classroom. Kevin followed the outline in heavy wire, and then 

it was given a third dimension, and finally covered in chicken wire. Two people who had 

much to do with the artistic aspects of the creation were John Arnold and Jess McLynn 

Finally, the whole structure was covered with hundreds of paper flowers and a large 

throne was placed behind the swan for our "Princess", Beulah Bendeich, to sit and hold 

the ribbon reins attach,,,1 to the swan's head. 

Our parish raised more money than any other charity, so Beulah became the 

"Queen" of the parade, and our swan EASILY won the competition for the best float. 

I would like to conclude by quoting from a book written by Anna Rutherford, 

who is a graduate of the University of Newcastle and was, for at least twenty years, the 

Professor of English at the University of Aarhus in Denmark [know that Anna attended 

Snake Gully, so, [ am fairly confident that she is also an ex-student of St Columbans's 

She is editor of one publication and is on the editorial board of several others 

She is Director of Dangaroo Press, and has published widely in the fields of post colonial 

studies. Anna also chaired the panel for the 1987 Commonwealth Poetry Prize and the 

1987 Commonwealth Fiction Prize. 
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In her book, Anna says that the nuns who taught her were, " .... overworked, 

faced with huge classes, plagued with constant financial warnes, SIX pence per week 

school money which was increased to two shillings for the final year and which dried up 

completely in times of strikes, which were many. " 

"It is fashionable today to criticise these films and brothers and the education 

they gave us. To me, what the critics of these simple nuns and brothers fail to realise is 

that they are where they are today not in spite of these same nuns and brothers, but 

because of them: I was very pleased to see Germaine Greer making this poillt in her 

recent article about her education by the Loreto nuns. " 

" I would like to conclude, then, by paylllg tribute to and thanking those Irish 

and Australian Dominican nuns who sacrificed so much to give me an educatIOn and so 

make it possible for me to be what I am today. " 

AND SO DOl! 
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My Days at St. Columbanus, 1945 -1949. 

I started school at the age of four with my brother who was five He would not go to 
school unless I did, so Mum sent me and that was at "Snake Gully" in Hanbury Street, 
Mayfield, 194'2, The Nuns (two) would come from the Convent by taxi each day, It really was 
just a hall with a partition in the middle. On Sunday it was a Church and we would have Mass, I 
remember my school days there, as we had an air raid drill and would have to put packs on our 
back and sit in the trenches. At the time we thought it was very exciting, 
The we moved to St. Columban's in 1945, It was so big after Snake Gully, There I made lots of 
fricnds in second class. Sf. M. Laurentia was our teacher who loved Art She made us all feel 
that we could become great Artists. In third class we had Miss Moy. I thought she was really 
strict That year Terry Hudson died. He was paddling in the gutter after school and was washed 
down a drain. In Class Four, Sr. M. Jerome taught us, she was like a saint, so kind and sweet, 
and lovely to everyone. Class Five was the Church before it became the classroom. We had 
Sister M. Augustine who was very tall and thin and who loved singing. That's when I thought I 
would become a singer. Class Six Sister M. St. Luke taught us. She was loved by all. There was 
a boy called John Curtain who climbed up to get a ball offthe school roof and who touched the 
electric wires. Sr. M. St. Luke, I believe got him down. He was badly burnt. Each morning June 
Peck, Sydney Bailey and myself would walk up through the paddock and wait at the kitchen 
door for Sr. M. St. Luke and walk back down with her. On wet days wc would walk under the 
covered walk way. The classes were mixed. The people I can remember are Len Johnson, John 
Heaton, Anthony Campbell, Geg Rankin, Tony Kelly, Tony Fox, Kevin Black, Kevin Asher, 
Keith Stone, June Peck, Sydney Bailey, Diane Todhunter, Janice Paisley, Louise Olsen, Louise 
McNamara, Diane Stephenson, Joan Callen, Kay Rigby, Maureen Rigby, Julie Sharp, Judith 
Burke, Maisie Green, Joan Mulhall, Joyce Galvin, Peter Mowbray and Helen Ferry. 

Then San Clemente Just girls (no boys) Then First Year. It was a beautiful Convent. 
The Nuns were very strict about uniforms. They wore hat, gloves and stockings, navy tunic, 
white blouse and tie, summer and winter. Wednesday after lunch we would go to Newcastle 
baths for swimming. We would no sooner get into the water and it was time to catch the bus 
back to school. We had all our Physical Culture Displays on the front lawn of the Convent It 
was always kept beautiful by the gardener. There was a Grotto, and behind it was what we 
called the Fairy Del. The Convent had a beautiful verandah all around and on the sidc was the 
Nuns Chapel. Also I remember a typing room down a flight of stairs which had about eight to 
ten steps. We would try to jump down. It's a wonder we did not break a leg or two. Then around 
the side near the bubblers were the music rooms; about four. Then the laundry. In those days 
there were teaching Nuns and Domestic Nuns. Opposite the laundry was the gardener's cottage. 
Our playing area was the paddock with basketball courts marked out. The top court was great 
but the other often had cow dun, as the cows would get in them 

The Convent had day pupils, and also boarders. Some were very young. All the girls 
rrom the Primary school went to San Clemente and some girls came from other schools. I can 
remember Barbara McAuliffe, Janice Liddy, Joan Finlay, Julie Jelly, Monica Weaver, Loretta 
Scala, and Colleen McGirk. The Nuns were Mother M. St. John, Sr. M. Jerome, Sr. M. 
Josephine, Sr. M. Anselm, Sister M. Gertrude, Sr. M. Helena, Mother M Hyarinth, and Sr. M 
Reginald. 

Patricia West (nee Grace) 
Patricia was recently honoured at the Royal Newcastle Hospllollor her competency and projiciency In 

Nursing 
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Jill Harteher Nee (Olsen) Colleen Bird Nee (Olsen) Louise McBlane 
2nd Class 1949 4"' Class 1949 6"' Class 1949 

Dianne Olsen Denise l:llcaklcy 
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Sf. Maureen Rigby, brother & sisters 

St. Columban's 1947. 

SI Columban's school has many special and vivid memories for me. My sister Kathleen and 
I were enrolled at the school in the third term of 1947. My brother Anthony was enrolled at St 
John's school, Hanbury St (Snake Gully) the same year. Pamela was born that year She spent a 
short period of time at SI Columban's in Year 2 in 1954. My oldest sister Nocline was at SI 
Aloysious High School, Hamilton, and Ron my older brother was at the Marist Brothers, Hamilton. 
My family had moved from Islington to Mayfield in 1946, after my father returned from World War 
11. He had been a Prisoner of War with the Japanese in Changi, Singapore, and on the Burma 
Road. 

Sr. M. SI Luke was Principal of the school at that time. She gave us a very warm welcome 
to SI Columban's. I remember her great kindness to my mother, Kathleen, and I during our days at 
SI Columban's. Sr. M. Jerome was our fourth class teacher. She was a very gentle, kind, and caring 
person. During Year Five we had three class teachers. Sr. M. Fabian, Sr. M. Bertrand (who died that 
year) and Sr. M. Augustine who was much apprectated for her wonderful teaching and personal 
tnterest tn each child in the class during her short time with us. I was very impressed by the 
friendliness of the children when I arrived at SI Columban's, and their acceptance of each other. 
The Sister who taught us had a good rapport with their students and were loved and respected by 
them. 

We received a thorough basiC education. In Year SIX we were prepared for the Bishop's 
Bursary which was the entrance examination for High School. Sf. M St. Luke prepared us very well 
for this exam and was successful in helping students gain both Bishop and State Bursary awards. 
The students from SI. Columban's have followed many exceptional careers in life. There have been 
Judges, Lawyers, Solicitors, Doctors, Dentists, Nurses, Teachers, Psychologists, Priests, Religious 
Sisters and Brothers, Professors, MISSIOnaries, and many others We are proud to say that many of 
our ex-students are the grandparents and parents of children at St Columban's today. There were 
five Dominican Sisters (including myself) who were in the same year Six, and one Redemptorist 
Priest. They were Sr. Joan Mulhall, Maisie Green, June Peck, Patricia Rowe, and Maureen Rigby 
Anthony Kelly becanle a Redemptorist Priest, he is a Lecturer and Writer at the A.T.u. Melbourne. 

It has been my pleasure over the last couple of teffilS providing material from our 
Dommican Resources and from ex-students to enable the children to compile a history of their 
school As well as being an ex-student ofSt. Columban's, I taught here from 1961 - 1965. It is very 
gratifying to return and learn that many of the students who I taught have also become teachers. 
May God bless and guide our students, past and present. 

Sf. Maureen Rigby,O.P. 

P·.lUP ,)'i 
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Post World War II 
Over the next two decades there was a significant increase in student numbers, as the 

population orthe Mayfield area grew, and migrants came into the area after World War II. In 
1953 major reconstruction work took place. The classrooms were rebuilt and new classrooms 
and verandahs were constructed. A new Infants section, shelter shed, and a canteen (built with 
two trams) were also added to the school. The newly reconstructed classrooms, new Infants 
sections and other new sections of the school were opened by Bishop 1. Toohey on 22nd 

October, 1956. A few weeks prior to the opening and blessing the Parish Priest Fr. James 
McNamara died. Father McNamara was appointed Parish Priest in 1937 when Father 
McCormack was transferred to Singleton. 

New infants Classroom 
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St. Columban's Cclcbratmg Eighty Y cars of History 1917 - 1997 

Bishop of Maitland, .Most Rev. Dr .• 1. Toohey. 

NrVl11 22 iO 19)0 

BislHlp ofl\laltlaml. Most Rt.::\ 1)1' J. loohc)' (h-ont) rlnd ltC\ t·athcr ()'lh\ycI 

(I_di) at \lk~slllg. and offu.:ial op~ning ofaJditiolls 10 comen! school orSt 
C olu tlIban " Catholic Pari'h. M a dield 

Rec. :\If1~.1967. 
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Student of St. Columban's busy at work in 1960 

lerutifer Oiehton (O'Conner) - currently 
teaching at the school 
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Christ the King Mayfield West 

In 1957 a new school was opened at Mayfield West 
It was known as St John's School and staffed by the 
Daughters of Charity from the Murray Dwyer Orphanage. 
The Sisters brought the children from the Orphanage to be among the number of 
children attending the school. After the Daughters of Charity withdrew from the school 
in 1969 the Dominican Sisters came in their place. The school closed in 1993 and the 
children were transferred to St Columban' s. 

Mr. Stephen Murray (Principal) and Mr. Mark Spencer (assistant 
Principal) Wlth the new school flag. 

Chnst the Kmg' 5 Crown was added to the school crest after 
Mayfield West amalgamated with St. Columban's in 1993 

p~o,.. ')Q 
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Class of 1979 

Class of 1982 

P~OP 11 
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Extensions to St Columban's 1993. 

Therc were no further major constructions to the school until 1993 when "Christ the 
King", and the Sacred Heart Primary Schools amalgamated with St. Columban's Primary 
School. An Administration block and new canteen were built, and the shelter shed 
reconstructed. Bishop Leo Clark Opened and Blessed the new constructions in 1993 

The New Office Block 

P!lOP 1') 
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St. Columban's in the 1990's. 

Today St. Columban's is a fully modern equipped school. Its students are continuing to 
succeed academically, as well as representing their school in State and National Sporting 
Competitions. 

Winners of the 1996 and I YY7 Newcastle Klllghls Rugb\ 
League Division B, Knock-out competition. 

P~OP 11 
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St. Columban's is proud of the many dedicated teachers, Religious and lay, as well as Its past 
and present parents, and students, who have worked over the past eighty years to give the school 
the quality of education that exists to this day 

" ..... 
IIIIIL.· 

.~ ..... ~ .. 

Blessing of Ihe School 

"~ ... 

MI Steve Murt"\' (['lIllclp"l) and parent Maria <.;tcphcns 
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