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THL LAMBTON PARISH.

Visit of the Bishop,

CONVENT SCHOOL OPENED AT MAY

#

FIELD.

On the Monday after Low Sunday his
Lordship

Bishop Dwyer blessed the new &nbsp;

convent and school at Mayfield. The school

was opened the same day, and the Domini

can Nuns were placed in charge of the

school. The convent and school are situat

ed on an elevation overlooking the whole

of the Newcastle district, and the grounds

around the convent and school are spacious

and well laid out. The necessity for the

school has been proved since the opening

by the fact that at present almost 80 chil

dren are in attendance, and in a short time

it is expected this number will be doubled.

A bazaar was held a few days afterwards

for the purpose of furnishing the school.,

and the results have been all that could

be desired. His Lordship Bishop Dwyer
opened the bazaar, and before doing so he

received a
welcome

from the
parishioners.

&nbsp;
The Rev. Father O'Laverty, in welcom

ing the Bishop, said that his Lordship had

done much for education in the diocese of

Maitland, and that the perfect organisation

of the schools throughout the diocese was

due to his Lordship's energy and far-seeing

zeal. The splendid organisation of the

schools made the work of the priests much

easier, and saved them a great amount of

worry. Nothing was more important for
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worry. was more

the future than the proper education of

children. If you make the boy or girl good
the man or woman will be good for time
and eternity. Education was not merely
the acquisition of knowledge, although
that was an important part of it. The real

object of education was the formation of

character. In the convent schools good
habits were formed, and the children were

trained to become good and useful members
of society. The example of the nuns had

a great influence on the future of the child.

Every evil tendency was corrected, and

every effort was made to raise the mind to

high ideals and to foster noble, aspirations,

and every effort was made to banish base

ness. What made the difference in educa

tion was not so much the power to impart
knowledge nor the power to acquire knowl

edge. The real difference was in the per
sonality of the teacher.

A Good Beginning.

The Bishop of Maitland, in opening the

bazaar, expressed pleasure at the fact that
the Mayfield and Waratah people were an

xious to provide a school for their own

children. Catholic education was an estab

lished and well-known thing throughout
Australia; in fact, right throughout the

world where Governments were zealous for

the education of the people. Catholics be

lieved in education, but contended that the

religious side should not be neglected, and

that was why they had separate schools. If

a child were not religiously trained, other

influences would succesfully operate. A

child that was educated only for this life

would become warped and twisted, and un

able to lead a proper life. The Catholic

Church had made it one of its main works

to provide religion for the child. The people
of Mayfield and Waratah thought that

could maintain a Catholic school am
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they could maintain a Catholic school am

ongst them, and so they made the first

move. It was a movement which came

from the people, and not from the priests,

as some asserted. The people moved in the

matter because they realised the advan

tages of education, and the disadvantages
of education not under the control of re

ligion. The merits of religious education

really were such that it did not require any

great learning to appreciate them. The

Dominican Sisters had made a name for

themselves in the matter of religious edu

cation. The school at Mayfield had three

fine classrooms that were able to accom

modate about 90 children. On Monday last,

when the school opened, fully 50 children

came, thus proving beyond question that

there really was a demand for Catholic edu

cation in that place. The ladies in connec

tion with the bazaar had worked magnifi
cently. &nbsp;

The stallholders were: Fancy and pro

duce, Mrs. Hogan and Miss Crocket, assist

ed by Mesdames Vial, Hughes, and Crocket,
Misses Greenwood, Hogan (2), Kelly, Stew

art, A. Judd, A. Caine, McClusky, Southon

and Stedmand; refreshment, Miss L. Arn

old, Mesdames Ellis, Bracken, Davies, Ryan,
Misses Studdert, Southon, Lahay (2),

Keenahan (2), and McManus (2); fish-pond,

Mrs. Khorn; sweets (poach blossom deco

ration), Mrs. McGregor, assisted by Mes

dames Higgins and, Crothers, Misses Fitz

patrick, Croese (2), Donohoe, White, And

erton, O'Hara, Egan, and McGregor (2).

The Very Rev. Father J. 0 'Donohue

(Adm.), Rev. Fathers O'Laverty, McMul

len, and McAuliffe were in attendance.

Very Rev. Father 0 'Donohoe moved, and

Alderman T. Miller seconded, a vote of

thanks to Dr. Dwycr for opening the ba

zaar. The motion was carried by acclama
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zaar. The motion was

tion. On the motion of Father O'Laverty,
a vote of thanks was accorded the Mayors
of Wickham and Waratah for their attend

ance.

Selections by Mr. Vial's orchestra were

rendered. Miss K. Lynch, with Miss

O'Hara as accompanist, sang a solo.

The Bishop advised the ladies to begin

work, and in a short time a large amount

of business was transacted.


