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MAYFIELD CONVENT SCHOOL.

OPENED BY BISHOP OF MAITLAND.

The new convent school of the Domini
can nuns In Church-street, Mayfield, was
blessed and opened yesterday afternoon by
the Right Rev. Dr. Dwyer, Bishop of Mait
land, in the presence of a large atten

dance. The other clergy present were ithe

Revs. H. O'Laverty, V. S. Peters, and J.

Marshall. The building, which cost £11050,
will'accommodate 250 scholars. There was
a procsslon around thle building, and the

the School.
bsiop

lthen

blessed
and formally opeced

The Rev. I: O'Lavcrty, in asking the
bishop to address the gathering, paid a
high tribute to the work of the Domini
can nuns in the diocese. He said educn
tion did not mean merely a'knoaledge of
the three R's, it did not mean merely a

knowledge of Christian doctrine, althougit

that ?was very. necessary. It meant the
formktion of good useful lives, the raising
of children's minds to high ideals, the for

mation of gbod citizens. That was the

work in which the sisters were engaged.

The bishop expressed his pleasure at be

ing present, and at the edifying procession

around the school. It was nice to see a

procession of faithful people, the Cross
as their standard going before, and the

procession surrounding the house on which

they had asked God to send down His
blessing. There were four classes who

were interested in the school. There

were the children for whom the house had

been built--he thought they were the most

important-there were the teachers, the

parents, snd theLo clergy. It was the

teaching of the church that tle educa

tion of children was the first duty of their

parents. Sometimes they heard it said

that the priests and bishops of the church

considered they had the first say in the
education of the children. "We do nlot

say
so," said the bishop. ' "We maintain

that by the law of nature and God the chief

responsibility in bringing up the children

the waly they should they walk devolves

upon their parents. It Is a most sacred

duty, it is a duty that'larents cannot neg

lect, It is a duty they must discharge in

the right way. They must be vigilant

and
careful." For the bringing up

of the child to a state of maturity

there was necessary the continued care of

both father and mother. If people were

seized with the necessity of the father and

mother educatlig the children, there
would not be hoard so much of divorce,
there wofild be no necessity to separate

father and mother, they would not be

hearing so mmuch of the foolish, un

Christian and unreauonable systems by
which nmarrlage was made light of. Did

parents realise the great responsibility

they were under in training their children

In the way they should go to make them

healthy of body and healthy of soul? The

father had the right to direct the religion

of the child. The parent had the strict

right to direct the upbrlnging of his child

according to what he believed to be his

duty before God. Now and again he had

heard of a father, without religion him

self, say that he did not believe in putting

any religion into hia child, but in allow

lng the child to grow up and choose its

own religion itself. That was a very fool

ish Idea, to leave the child without the

sacred influence of religion. Outside the
Catholic Church conscientious people

taught roligion to their children. It be

came the duty of the State to see that

the education of its children was not ne

glected. They kInew that in this State

tho Government took on itself the matter

of educating the children, but it did not

of educating the children, but it did not

look on the matter in a broad-minded way.

The State said we ivll give in our schools
a' hint of religion just so much as would

be common to eevrybody. The Christian

religion could not be represented by all

the different sects represented in the dif

ferent schools. It was impossible to have

any form of Christianity that was a real

true religion if it were merely a skim of

those different milks, if it were merely
trylng to get to the skeleton of what they
should teach. That was why Catholics

provided' their own schools. The State

provided public schools for the education

of the children. So far as it did so in

the matter of secular subljects It was per

fectly right, but the State should be care

ful not to Infringo religious rights. He'sald

it did that with Catholles when it

went in for what they might call the pub

lie school religion. Continuing, the bishop
esaid the Dominican nuns had been in the

diocese for more than fifty years. They
were fortunate in having. the Dominican

guns there spreading thie work of roll
glon and edhtcation.

Mr. M. P. Coghlan moved that a sub

scriptlon lIst be opened.

Alderman Griffiths, Mayor of Waratah,
was invited by Father i'Laverty to speak,

and said that while he could compliment

them on their foresight in securing that

site

for
the

school,
he had wished to

see

a

public school

there.
A

Minister for Edu

catlon had been brought to the site, apd
wos most favourably impresoed with It,

I

but turned it down for another site.
The subscription list was opened, and

a sum of nearly £l~O'subscribed.


