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A Note from the Principal 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
The time has come for your child to choose electives to study in Stage 5 (Years 9 and Year 10). Students have 
experienced a ‘taste’ of some subjects throughout Years 7 and 8 and through that experience and the process 
outlined below, are hopefully able to make informed choices. The elective courses are in addition to the core 
subjects and at San Clemente students in Stage 5 can study two elective subjects. 
 
In 2020, the interruption to normal routines created by the COVID 19 pandemic has meant a need for changes to 
the process of students accessing information and making elective choices.  
 
The process will proceed in line with the following; 
 

 Week 10, Term 2 – Elective Booklet will be distributed to all Year 8 students and a link to Elective information 
will be made available through the San Clemente, school website. 

 Week 1, Term 3 (Tuesday 21st July) – An Elective Expo will be conducted for all Year 8 students where they 
will meet with teachers and access further information about Elective courses. 

 Following the Elective Expo, parents and carers can submit questions to teachers and coordinators about 
subjects and selections via email and expect a response within 48 hours. 

 Term 3, Week 2 (Monday 27th July) – Deadline for student submission of Elective choices in line with 
directions for this process. 

  
  

Every effort will be made to place students in the courses highest on their priority list, but sometimes 
circumstances will dictate otherwise. Although the courses in the Elective Booklet are offered to San Clemente 
students, the number of students who choose a course and the availability of staff to teach courses can determine 
whether or not the school is able to offer the subject the following year. 

  
Some important points: 

       Every student in Year 9 and Year 10 will be studying Religious Studies, Mathematics, English, Science, 

History/Geography/Civics and Personal Development/Health/PE. These are mandatory courses. 

       Each student will study two elective subjects but must select three in the Electives process. Students are advised to 
make their choices realistic. Every effort will be made to meet their first choices. 

 
 

Mr Bernard Burgess 
Principal 
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From the Careers Desk 
Choosing your courses for Year 9 and 10 is often the first BIG decision that students have had to make on their 
own. It can be exciting and sometimes a little scary. In the past when a lot of students would leave school at 
the end of Year 10, students had to think seriously about what career they may wish to pursue. With the 
changes in the school leaving age keeping students at school until they are 17, most students will continue 
their education into Year 11 and possibly Year 12 to complete the Higher School Certificate (HSC). Career 
aspirations should always be a part of your decision making but there are other just as important things to 
reflect on. 

 
The best advice for students to consider would be the following: 

 What courses have you enjoyed during the rotations in Years 7 and 8?

 What courses were you good at during those rotations (often the same as the above)?
 And finally, if you do have a Career aspiration - is there an elective that would be beneficial to that 

position?
 

When thinking about your electives remember that you are going to be in class learning about that course and 
doing practical work around the course. You are also going to be completing assignments and assessments at 
home and maybe delivering speeches at school in that subject. Finally you are going to be doing your own 
research and study to further your knowledge in that subject prior to examinations. You need to make your 
choices with this in mind and think about what course you are happy to put the WORK IN to achieve RESULTS. 

 

You should choose an elective because you are INTERESTED and passionate about the subject. You should not 
choose an elective because you want to be in the same class as your friends because that is often not the case - 
especially when a subject has multiple classes. 

 
You may want to choose a subject based on where you see yourself after school. But know that by choosing an 
elective with a future career goal in mind does not exclude you from changing that career goal in the future. 
You will not be behind others if you don’t choose an appropriate elective with a career goal in mind. 
Employers, universities and TAFE are aware that students change their mind all the time and all have 
alternative pathways on offer. 

 

So have fun choosing your electives and remember- think about: 

 What you like?

 What you are good at?
 What is related to your Career (if you have some ideas)?

 
         Mrs Sheridan Pruteanu  
         Careers Adviser 
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Core Subjects 
 

 Religious Studies

 Mathematics

 English

 Science

 Geography & History

 Personal Development/Health/Physical Education
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Religious Studies 

The school is a vital part of the evangelising mission of the Church to young people. The Year 9 and 10 Religious 
Studies course aims to provide students with a thorough knowledge of the Catholic Faith and to help them develop 
attitudes that are authentically Christian. To do this, Religious Studies teachers endeavour to program and structure 
lessons which: 

 Confront the students with themselves and with the actual experiences of their environment; 
 Draw from them their reactions to these experiences; 
 Help them to explore their experiences and sense of meaning in the light of the revealed truths of the 

Catholic Faith, and always in reference to Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

In this way we strive to follow the directive of the Second Vatican Council: "The Church has always the duty of 
scrutinising the signs of the times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel." (Document on the Church, 
No. 4). 

 
The Year 9 and 10 programs of Religious Studies topics, with suggested approaches and resources for teachers to 
use in the classroom have been put together by the Maitland Diocese, Catholic Schools Office, in order to facilitate 
the broad aims outlined above. 

 

Assessment 
Religious Studies at San Clemente school is a Board of Studies approved subject. Assessment Religious Studies will 
comprise class-based and “across the form” assignments and examination. In year 10 students will participate in 
literacy assessment along with all other schools in the diocese. 

 
Religious Studies involves a non-assessable faith dimension (what the students choose to believe and commit their 
lives to) and assessable knowledge (the course content) and skills (e.g. the ability to comprehend what is said and 
read in the classroom, the ability to analyse, interpret and evaluate topics and issues, communication of ideas 
verbally and in writing, the ability to cooperate and work in groups, to understand and use religious language, and 
so on). 

 
Students are expected to complete set reading and written tasks to the best of their ability, some of which will be 
used for assessment purposes. Achievement of knowledge and skills in Religious Studies may be judged by means 
of exams, topic tests, homework and book marks, poster and project work, oral reports, debates, role plays, essays, 
and assignments. 
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Mathematics 
When studying Mathematics students develop 
understanding and fluency through inquiry exploring 
and connecting mathematical concepts, choosing 
and applying problem solving skills and 
mathematical techniques, communication and 
reasoning. In addition to practical applications, the 
study of Mathematics is invaluable in providing 
opportunities for originality, challenge and 
enjoyment. 

Mathematics is still a compulsory subject in Stage 5 
but is different to the study in Stage 4. In order to 
cater for the full range of learners, three specific 
pathways (5.1, 5.2 and 5.3) have been identified. The 
diagram adjacent shows the connection between 
these three levels and where they can lead in Stage 
6. Stage 5.3 includes knowledge and skills from 5.2 
and is designed for the more mathematically 
academic students. Stage 5.2 includes the 
knowledge and skills from Stage 5.1 and more. 

 
Topics 
With the National Curriculum now being implemented, students study the 3 strands of Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry and Probability and Statistics. Each of these strands will cover a variety of topics, 
including: 
 Computations with Integers  Fractions, Decimals and Percentages  Financial Mathematics 

 Ratios and Rates  Algebraic Techniques  Indices 

 Surds  Equations  Linear Relationships 

 Non-Linear Relationships  Polynomials  Logarithms 

 Area, Surface Area and Volume  Trigonometry  Geometry 

 Data Collection and Analysis  Single Variable and Bivariate Data 
Analysis 

 Probability 

Assessment 
Students will undertake a variety formative and summative tasks such as of class tests, formal examinations, 
research projects and technology-based tasks. At the end of Year 10, the school will award each student a grade 
from A10 – E2, based on the Performance Descriptors put out by NESA (New South Wales Education Standards 
Authority). 
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English 
English is the study and use of the English language in its various textual forms. These encompass spoken, 
written and visual texts of varying complexity through which meaning is shaped, conveyed, interpreted and 
reflected. 

 
Developing proficiency in English enables students to take their place as confident communicators, critical and 
imaginative thinkers, lifelong learners and active participants in Australian society. 

 
The study of English in Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) builds on the skills, understanding and knowledge acquired in 
Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8). It is both challenging and enjoyable. In Years 9 and 10, English develops skills to enable 
students to experiment with ideas and expression, to become active, independent learners, to work with each 
other and to reflect on their learning. 

 
Through responding to and composing a wide range of texts in context and through close study of texts, students 
will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in order to: 

 speak, listen, read, write, view and represent 

 use language and communicate appropriately and effectively 

 think in ways that are imaginative, interpretive and critical 

 express themselves and their relationships with others and the world 
 learn and reflect on their learning through their study of English. 

 

These skills allow students to develop their control of language in ways that will help them in lifelong learning, 
in their careers and in life. 

 

Assessment 

There will be 2 levels of Assessment in English during Year 9 & Year 10. 
 

1. Formative Tasks 

These are the building blocks of the summative task and provide both students and teachers valuable 
information on progress. 

 
2. Summative Tasks 

These are more formal tasks that are set at the faculty level and are completed by all students in a particular 
year group. They are usually held at the end of a unit of study and include activities such as extended written 
responses, oral presentations as well as responding to written, visual or media texts. 
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Science 
The word Science comes from the Latin word ‘knowledge’. The aim at San Clemente is 
to build a body of knowledge and understanding about the world we live in and the 
skills to continue to expand on that knowledge through enhanced understanding, 
improved processes and revised technologies. The Science curriculum is distributed 
into four separate worlds, each covering an aspect of the major disciplines of Science, 
the Physical World, Chemical World, Living World and Earth and Space. Each unit of 
work is approximately 10 weeks, or a term, and each world is revisited by all year 
groups to build on prior knowledge and underpin future learning. Students’ skills and 
knowledge of content will be developed incrementally from Years Seven to Ten in a 
spiral curriculum that returns regularly to concepts introduced at an earlier stage to 
further explore and develop at a deeper level of understanding. 
 
Content  
 
By Stage 5 students are building on their foundational knowledge in Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Geology and Astronomy, extending and applying that 
knowledge to real world applications, becoming aware of the many current issues 
relevant to Science and the possible controversies they may ignite in the 
community. We aim to develop student’s critical thinking skills to be able to 
rationally form evidence based opinions of these often emotive issues. The 
development of analytical thinking and a good knowledge foundation of the 
content covered across the stages will hold students in good stead should they 
choose to pursue Science in senior years. 
 
Assessment Tasks  
Classroom learning is a mix of practical and theoretical tasks incorporating self-
guided learning, direct instruction, research tasks and project based learning. 
Stage 5 assessment is varied and covers a wide range of skills including formal 
examination, presentation, communication of Science ideas and the scientific 
method.  All assessment tasks have a formative component that students 
complete and feedback is provided to maximise opportunity for success in 
formal assessment tasks.  
Satisfactory completion of 400 hours of Science during Years 9 & 10 will be 
recorded with a grade on the student’s Record of Achievement. 
 
Additional Information  
Students have many and varied opportunities for incursions and excursion experiences to investigate Scientific 
concepts and explore future career paths. Students visit the Shortland Wetlands to study the flora, fauna and ecology 
of this precious resource and apply their classroom knowledge to a first-hand investigation. Students also participate in 
the Forensic Science incursion as part of the year 10 topic on DNA. Students also have the opportunity to participate in 
the University of Newcastle Science and Engineering Challenge and many other occasions that students are invited to 
attend if interested, including robogals, drone days and STEM development days. Excursion costs, including bus fares, 
are covered by the school resource fees. 
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Geography & History 

The Stage 5 History & Geography course is taught over the two years of Year 9 and Year 10. The aim of the course 
is to stimulate students’ interest in and engagement with the world. 

 

Geography 

Through geographical inquiry, they develop an understanding of the interactions between people, places and 
environments across a range of scales in order to become informed, responsible and active citizens. 

Geography has two key dimensions: 
 The spatial dimension which enables students to identify and analyse the physical, social, economic, 

political, legal and technological factors that influence where things are and why they are there.

 The ecological dimension, which considers how humans interact with environments.
 

Students will learn about interconnections between people, places and environments and propose explanations 
for distributions, patterns and spatial variations over time and across scales, whilst studying Sustainable Biomes 
and Changing Places. Students will compare changing environments, analyse global differences in human 
wellbeing, explore alternative views to geographical challenges and assess strategies to address challenges using 
environmental, social and economic criteria during the Environmental Change Management and Human 
Wellbeing. 

 
History 

The aim of the History is to stimulate students' interest in and enjoyment of exploring the past, to develop a 

critical understanding of the past and its impact on the present, to develop the critical skills of historical inquiry 

and to enable students to participate as active, informed and responsible citizens. 

The study of History allows students to locate and understand themselves and others in the continuum of human 

experience up to the present. Students will recognise the viewpoints of the different cultural, ethnic, political, 

social and economic groups in our society. 

 
Students learn about develop knowledge and understanding of the nature of history and significant changes and 

developments from the past, the modern world and Australia including the Making of the Modern 

World(Movement of peoples), Australians at War (World War I and II, Australia and the Vietnam War era) and 

Rights and Freedoms depth studies. They will experience an inquiry-based approach to learning, developing key 

historical skills in research, source analysis and communication. In addition to subject-based content, the History 

syllabus addresses the important contemporary themes and general capabilities as students prepare to live and 

work successfully in the 21st century. 
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Personal 
Development/Health/ 
Physical Education 
(PDHPE) 
This Key Learning Area is designed to offer more than the 
acquisition of knowledge, concepts and skills. It helps in 
the development of an individual's attitudes, values and 
social relationships. 

 

Content 
Year 9 
The units covered in practical skills area are: 

Fitness Assessments Athletics Dance Hockey 
Basketball Softball European Handball 

There will also be units designed to further extend knowledge and develop attitudes and skills in the areas of personal 
development and health. These units are: 

1 Physical Activity for Me 2 Relationships 
3 The Mind Matters 4 Boost your Performance 

In Year 9, students have six periods of PDHPE per cycle. 

 

Year 10 
This Key Learning Area continues through the Junior Secondary curriculum at San Clemente High School with Year 
10 students participating in five periods of PDHPE per 10-day cycle. 

The program varies from the Year 9 program by offering a wide variety of both practical and theory work with a 
greater emphasis on recreational activities. 

Practical Skill areas are: 
Netball Touch or OZ Tag Volleyball 
Recreation Activities Social Dance. Speedway 

Personal Development and Health issues are integrated into the program to develop attitudes, skills and knowledge 
in the following areas: 

1 Handling Challenge 
2 People Power Health Promotion 
3 Risk Choices/Road Safety 

 
Assessment 
Students will be assessed by using a variety of assessment strategies including: video analysis, individual reports, 
topic tests, demonstrations, peer observations, practical assessment and research tasks. 
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Elective Courses 

 Child Studies

 Commerce

 Design and Technology

 Drama

 Food Technology

 Language: French

 Graphics Technology

 History Elective

 Industrial Technology (Timber/Metal)

 Industrial Technology Timber

 Information & Software Technology

 iSTEM (Integrated Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Mathematics)

 Marine and Aquaculture Technology

 Music

 Physical Activity/Sports Science (PASS)

 Visual Arts
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Child Studies 
 

Child Studies is part of the PDHPE Key Learning Area. Child 
Studies has been designed for those students who have an 
interest in the areas of conception, pregnancy, childbirth, 
and child development up to 6 years of age. It also is 
designed for those students who are interested in pursuing 
Child Care as a career choice. The course is a useful stepping 
stone for those students who are interested in Year 11 and 
12 Exploring Early Childhood (EEC) and Community and 
Family Studies (CAFS). 

 

Content 
 Health and safety in childhood

 Growth and development

 Newborn care

 Family interactions

 Conception to birth

 Preparing for parenting

 Play and the developing child

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Food and nutrition in childhood 

 Children and their culture 

 Aboriginal cultures and childhood 

 The diverse needs of children – positive 
parenting 

 Childcare services and career opportunities 

There are a variety of practical activities that are also offered as incursions and excursions, (depending on 
community availability) these include: 

 Library visits for child book reading 

 Playgroup visits 

 Excursions to practise purchasing prams, 
cots, car seats, etc. 

 Baby clinics 

 Child care centres 

 Child health care centres 
 Hospital visits 

There is also a wide variety of practical skills for development including: 

Caring for a newborn till 6 year old e.g. Nappy changing, burping, settling, feeding, sleeping, when and what 
solids to feed, ante natal care, child play, illness signs and symptoms and how to care for a sick child, choosing 
correct and safe baby equipment (e.g. cot, prams etc.), making books and child games. 

 
Assessment 
Students will be assessed in each unit of work via a variety of assessment strategies including: 

 Class examinations 

 Practical assessment tasks e.g. changing a nappy, clothing a baby, setting up a pram 

 Designing a book suitable for a particular age 

 Designing craft activities for a particular age 

 Research 

 Reports 
A formal assessment outline will be provided at the beginning of the course. 
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Commerce 

Commerce provides the knowledge, skills, understanding and values 
that form the foundation on which young people can make sound 
decisions on financial, business, legal and employment issues. 

The study of Commerce aims to guide students in the development of 
attitudes and values that promote ethical behaviour, social 
responsibility and a commitment to contribute to a more just and 
equitable society. Students who are involved in the Commerce course 
take away with them a wide range of practical skills and tangible 
knowledge that will prepare them for future study, the demanding 
workforce and the challenging financial world. Students will develop the 
confidence to make informed and wise decisions. 

Central to the course is the development of problem-solving strategies 
to investigate and evaluate, which promotes critical thinking and 
creativity. The design of the course caters for a range of learning styles 
that suit the interests and needs of all students, with the incorporation 
of various information and communication technologies and the 
opportunities for hands on experience. 

 

Content 
There are four core topics and a series of option topics that students will study over the two years. The core 
topics include: Consumer and Financial Decisions, The Economic and Business Environment, Employment and 
Work Futures and Law, Society and Political Involvement. The optional topics include: Our Economy, Investing, 
Promoting and Selling, Running a Business, Law in Action, Travel, Towards Independence and School-developed 
Option. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
Students will be assessed each year, independent of the other. Assessment will include school based 
examinations, research assignments, written responses, oral presentations and practical applications. Students 
will be expected to use computer technology in most assignments. 

 

Additional Information 
Students will be involved in competitions such as Mock Trial and the Australian Stock Exchange. 
Excursions in the local area to courthouses will be conducted to enhance students understanding of this course. 
A Sydney excursion is offered during Year 9 to Parliament House, Reserve Bank Museum and Police Justice 
Museum. 
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Design and Technology 

Do you like: 
Designing things, making them, testing them to see if 
they are any good, learning about and using different 
technologies? 

If the answer is YES, then design and technology may be 
the subject for you. 
Design and technology is a practical, design based course 
in which you can learn to design and make anything  from 
a whole range of materials 

 
Content 
Projects will involve the following: 
Fashion Design – learn a range of skills including fashion drawing, fabric dyeing and printing techniques, and 
construction techniques to create fashion accessories and garments. 
Food Development and Production – design recipes, taste test, create new food and drink products in the kitchen. 
Package, market and sell your food creations. 
Jewellery Design and Manufacture – produce jewellery accessories using industrial techniques such as hand 
metal      skills,      mould      making,      resin      casting,      and      recycled       and       found       objects. 
Costume and Set Design – design and make your own costume, props and set designs. 
Interior Design – design and produce your own soft furnishings such as bean bags, cushions and screen prints 
while investigating the world of interior design. 
Product Design – create products such as lamps, speakers and 3D printed objects. 
Graphic Design and Marketing – develop your skills using photography and ICT to create your own marketing 
materials including posters and flat lay magazine images. 
Drawing and Rendering – learn fashion drawing, drawing for interiors through perspective and other technical 
drawing techniques. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
Each unit will have different assessment components. In general the following breakdown applies: 

 Practical Tasks: 60% of course grade 

 Design Documentation: 20% of course grade 
 Research Tasks: 20% of course grade 

 

Additional Information 
All equipment and materials are provided for this course. The costume design unit provides students with the 
opportunity to purchase individual material requirements. 
Excursions may include Sydney venues such as the Whitehouse Institute of Design, NIDA costume, Powerhouse 
Museum, a tour of Opera Australia and workshops in lighting design and special effects makeup. 
Design and Technology students are eligible to attend an overnight Sydney excursion each year at an 
approximate cost of $150 (inclusive of on night’s accommodation, workshops, tours and transport). This 
excursion is not compulsory. 
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Drama 
There are many benefits gained from studying Drama as a 
subject. A lot of what happens in the classroom requires students 
to think on their feet. Through improvisation activities, students 
learn to be spontaneous and creative. Group work requires 
cooperation and collaboration, skills that are highly valuable in 
most modern professions. As students actively explore characters 
and situations of their own imagining, and in written scripts, they 
build on their ability to empathise and understand. All of these 
benefits have an impact on their work in other subject areas. 
Probably the most evident benefit drama provides, however, is a 
confidence to perform and speak in front of others and to express 
ideas confidently. Drama is a way of building self-confidence 
and further developing critical thinking skills.  

 

Content 
Drama has an important role to play in the personal development of our students. The skills and qualities 
developed by students in Drama, such as teamwork, creativity, leadership and risk-taking are assets in all subjects 
and all areas of life. Drama stimulates the imagination and allows students to explore issues and experiences in 
a safe and supportive environment. Students take on roles as a means of exploring both familiar and unfamiliar 
aspects of their world while exploring the ways people react and respond to different situations, issues and ideas. 
In Years 9 and 10 Drama is about making, performing and appreciating drama and theatre. A large focus is on 
improvisation and playbuilding. Students also learn to record and reflect on the learning process through the use 
of the drama logbook. Theatrical forms and styles, such as verbatim theatre, physical theatre, Shakespeare, mask 
and film studies are explored and students learn to apply the features of a particular style or form to create their 
own work. 
Students with special interests in the design aspects of theatre are also catered to with the ability to work on 
special projects in: script-writing, costume design, directing, reviewing, set design, make-up, stage-managing 
etc.  

 

Assessment Tasks 
Students are assessed on their ability to make, perform and appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. They 
devise and enact dramas using scripted and unscripted material. They use acting and performance techniques to 
convey meaning to an audience. They will also be assessed on their ability to respond to, reflect on and analyse 
their own work and the work of others and evaluate the contribution of drama and theatre to enriching society. 

 

Additional Information 
Students will require performance blacks. These are black pants, black 
shirt and black socks. All of these clothing items should be unmarked, 
unbranded, modestly covering and loose fitting. Students electing to 
study Drama should be prepared to participate in performances for the 
entire school community, including the annual ‘Drama Night’ held at 
the Playhouse Theatre. Excursions will be arranged to attend various 
performances or workshops. Drama students are eligible to attend the 
three- day CAPA Immersion each year at an approximate cost of $440 
(inclusive of accommodation, all workshops, theatre tickets, all main 
meals and transport). This excursion is not compulsory. 
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Food Technology 
The study of Food Technology provides students with a broad knowledge and 
understanding of food properties, processing, preparation and their 
interrelationship with nutritional considerations and consumption patterns. It 
addresses the importance of hygiene and safe working practices and legislation 
in the production of food. Students will develop food-specific skills, which can 
then be used and applied in a range of contexts, enabling students to produce 
quality food products. It also provides students with a context through which to 
explore the richness, pleasure and variety food adds to life and how it 
contributes to both vocational and general life experiences. 

 
Content 
Students will actively engage in learning about food in a variety of settings, 
enabling them to evaluate the relationships between food, technology, 
nutritional status and the quality of life. Students develop confidence and 
proficiency in their practical interactions with decisions regarding food. 
The major emphasis of the Food Technology syllabus is on students exploring 
food-related issues through a range of practical experiences, allowing them to 
make informed and appropriate choices with regard to food. Integral to this 
course is students developing the ability and confidence to design, produce and 
evaluate solutions to situations involving food. They will learn to select and use 
appropriate ingredients, methods and equipment safely and competently. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
As part of the assessment criteria, all students must undertake and complete to the 
best of their ability all practical and theoretical assignments as given by the class 
teacher. Students will study 6-8 focus areas throughout the 200-hour course. 
Each focus area will have different practical and theoretical assessment 
components. In general, the breakdown for this course will be: 
Practical - 60% of course grade Theory - 40% of course grade 

 

Additional Information 
Basic cookery equipment is provided along with an apron which will need to be 
worn each practical lesson. Hard leather enclosed shoes are required to be brought 
and worn by all students in practical lessons. Workbooks will be supplied for each 
new unit of work. Excursions are an integral in helping students learn outside the 
classroom, to help further develop skills and raise awareness of a broad range of 
vocational opportunities. Food Technology students are eligible to attend the 
Introductory to Barista Course at Newcastle TAFE at an approximate cost of $150 
per student. 
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French 

Did you know learning another language is actually 
good for you? It will allow you to see the world 
from different perspectives, and this can make life 
very interesting. Speaking a second language 
improves the functionality of your brain and your 
memory skills. 
Speaking a second language can open up fantastic 
job opportunities. The world is changing at a very 
fast pace and more companies are doing business 
worldwide. Speaking a second language could 
increase your chances of employment over 
someone who does not speak another language. 

 
Through the study of a French at San Clemente students will learn how to communicate in a variety of situations, 
engage in conversations, comprehend both written and oral forms and express themselves in written form. 
Students will gain a clearer understanding of English as well, as English grammar is constantly reinforced 
through comparison and explanation. Additionally, students will develop an understanding of the history, 
society and culture of the country of France. 

 

Content 
Students learn to communicate in a variety of situations. Topics include talking About: Yourself, Your Family, 
School, Sport, Weather and Time, Pets and Animals, Food and Shopping etc. A language is an active subject. 
and this affords students a great deal of opportunity for conversation, role-plays, creative tasks, games, singing 
etc. 

 

Assessment Tasks 
Students are assessed progressively in the four skill areas, these are… 

 Listening 

 Reading 

 Speaking 

 Writing 
Tasks will be in the form of language and cultural assignments, topic tests and semester examinations. 

 

Additional Information 
Several excursions are offered throughout the course depending on availability and 
costs. Possibilities include; Restaurant for a meal, Museum/Art Gallery Exhibitions and 
French Film Festival. 
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Graphics Technology 

The study of Graphics Technology develops an understanding of the 
significance of graphical communication as a universal language and 
the techniques and technologies used to convey technical and non- 
technical ideas and information. Graphics Technology develops in 
students the ability to read, interpret and produce graphical 
presentations that communicate information using a variety of 
techniques and media. 

 
Content 
All students will learn about the principles and techniques involved in producing a wide range of images, models, 
pictures and drawings. They will gain an understanding of graphics standards, conventions and procedures used 
in manual and computer-based drafting. 

 
Students undertaking 200 hours of Graphics Technology will study a range of topics that focus on specific areas 
of graphics including: 

 

 Architectural Drawing  Engineering Drawing 

 Computer Aided Design and Drafting  Cabinet & furniture Drawing 

 
The major emphasis of the Graphics Technology syllabus is on a student actively planning, developing and 
producing quality graphical presentations. They will learn to interpret and analyse graphical images and 
presentations and develop an understanding of the use of graphics in industrial, commercial and domestic 
applications. 

 
Assessment Tasks 

 Classwork 60% of final grade 

 Assignments 20% of final grade 

 Formal tests 20% of final grade 
Students will receive a statement of achievement on their ROSA based on the above tasks. 

 

Additional Information 
The school will supply drawing boards for the manual drawing components, students will be expected to purchase 
other necessary drawing equipment. 
Students will need to download the Fusion 360 drawing program onto their laptop to allow them to complete the 
CAD drawings. This is a free download for students. 

 
Any student undertaking Industrial Technology (Drawing) or Engineering Science in Years 11 and 12 will find a definite 
advantage in having studied Graphics Technology. A pupil undertaking a trade course, e.g. fitting and machining, 
any building trade, boiler-making, will also benefit from having experience in Graphics Technology. 
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History Elective 

History Elective is one of the most interesting NESA subjects 
available; as we journey back in time, exploring many historical 
topics that the mandatory history courses do not cover. Throughout 
the History Elective course; students will explore, learn about, 
analyse and reflect upon the events and individuals that have 
influenced our world, in both positive and negative ways. History 
Elective enables students who love history to follow their interests, 
as classes can choose the topics that they wish to study in greater 
depth. The analytical skills, historical knowledge and conceptual 
understanding of historical periods and individuals learnt, will prove 
invaluable to students who undertake a course of study in Modern 
History and/or Ancient History, Legal Studies, Business Studies or 
Studies of Religion in Stage 6. 

 
Content 
Students will study a variety of modern and ancient topics including; 

 Vikings: An exploration of the mythology and culture 

 Film in History: An inquiry into the use of film to construct history 

 Women in Greek Mythology: The influence of Greek Mythology in the portrayal of women 

 Adolf Hitler and the Holocaust: A study of the Holocaust as a tragedy of the Jewish people looking at 

major themes such as what causes genocide? Includes an excursion to the Sydney Jewish Museum 

 History Mysteries: An investigation into historical mysteries such as the assassination of JFK, Jack the 
Ripper, the existence of the Illuminati and the archaeological mystery of the Lost city of Atlantis 

 Empire Building: An exploration of continuity, change and expansion of the Mayans, Incas and Aztecs 

 The War on Terror: An investigation into the influence of terrorism throughout history on global 

decision-making 

Assessment Tasks 
Assessment for this subject will consist of a combination of examinations and collaborative project-based 
learning, in order to consolidate academic achievement and to share in their love of learning. 

 

Additional Information 
Students may wish to be involved in competitions such as the National History Challenge, Australian History 
Competition and the Simpson Prize. Guest speakers, excursions, as well as Skype in Education and Virtual Reality 
will be utilised to enhance student’s historical knowledge and understanding. An excursion is offered during Year 
10 to the Sydney Jewish Museum, as well as local and intrastate exhibitions. 

 

As Theodore Roosevelt once stated: “The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the 
future”. 
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Industrial Technology - Timber/Metal 

Industrial Technology develops students’ knowledge and understanding of 
materials and processes in a range of technologies. They develop knowledge and 
skills relating to the selection, use and application of materials, tools, machines 
and processes through the planning and production of quality practical projects. 
Students will study two focus areas: metal and timber. 
All students will learn about the properties and applications of materials 
associated with their chosen area of study. They will study the range of tools, 
machines and processes available in both industrial and domestic settings for 
working with selected materials. Students will learn about safe practices for 
practical work environments, including risk identification and minimisation 
strategies. They will also learn about design and designing including the 
communication of ideas and processes. 

 

Content 
The major emphasis of the Industrial Technology syllabus is on students actively planning and constructing 
quality practical projects. Students will learn to select and use a range of materials for individual projects. They 
will learn to competently and safely use a range of hand tools, power tools and machines to assist in the 
construction of projects. They will also learn to produce drawings and written reports to develop and 
communicate ideas and information relating to projects. 
Industrial Technology – Metal and Timber modules will be studied in either Year 9 or 10, depending on timetable 
considerations. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
Assessment in Industrial Technology is based on 3 areas: 

 Practical Work 60% of course grade 

 Assignment Work 20% of course grade 

 Formal Examinations 20% of course grade 
Students will receive a statement of achievement on their ROSA based on the 
above tasks. 

 

Additional Information 
All students may elect to study Industrial Technology in Years 9 and 10. Students 
must wear appropriate footwear. All other safety equipment is provided by the 
school, on a communal basis. Students are requested to provide their own safety 
glasses to avoid the passing on of communicable eye diseases. 

 

Students who are considering an apprenticeship in industry or who are interested 
in building work should elect Industrial Technology. 

  



   

Industrial Technology – Timber Only 

Industrial Technology develops students’ knowledge and understanding of 
materials and processes in a range of technologies. They develop knowledge and 
skills relating to the selection, use and application of materials, tools, machines 
and processes through the planning and production of quality practical projects. 
Students will study two focus areas: metal and timber. 
All students will learn about the properties and applications of materials 
associated with their chosen area of study. They will study the range of tools, 
machines and processes available in both industrial and domestic settings for 
working with selected materials. Students will learn about safe practices for 
practical work environments, including risk identification and minimization 
strategies. They will also learn about design and designing including the 
communication of ideas and processes. 

 

Content 
The major emphasis of the Industrial Technology syllabus is on students actively planning and constructing 
quality practical projects. Students will learn to select and use a range of materials for individual projects. They 
will learn to competently and safely use a range of hand tools, power tools and machines to assist in the 
construction of projects. They will also learn to produce drawings and written reports to develop and 
communicate ideas and information relating to projects. 
Industrial Technology – Timber core and module will be studied in Year 9 and 10. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
Assessment in Industrial Technology is based on 3 areas:   

 Practical Work 60% of course grade 

 Assignment Work 20% of course grade 

 Formal Examinations 20% of course grade 
Students will receive a statement of achievement on their ROSA based on the 
above tasks. 

 

Additional Information 
All students may elect to study Industrial Technology in Years 9 and 10. Students 
must wear appropriate footwear. All other safety equipment is provided by the 
school, on a communal basis. Students are requested to provide their own safety 
glasses to avoid the passing on of communicable eye diseases. 

 

Students who are considering an apprenticeship in industry or who are interested 
in building work should elect Industrial Technology. 
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Information and Software Technology 

Participation in Information and Software Technology (IST) in Years 9–10 appeals 
to students through practical activities and their enjoyment of learning about and 
using computers; App development, coding languages, multimedia, VR, AR and 
artificial intelligence. As a result of studying this course, students will be equipped 
to make appropriate use of and informed choices about information and software 
technology both at a personal level and in the workplace. 
Students will be prepared for future developments and directions in the exciting 
and challenging field of information and software technology. They can develop 
interest in, enjoyment of and critical reflection about information and software 
technology as an integral part of modern society. You DO NOT need to be an expert 
in computers to undertake a course of study in IST, you just need a willingness to 
learn, to work collaboratively, be interested in creative problem-solving and 
problem-exploring. 

Content 
The course has been designed with an emphasis on practical activities, so students 
develop skills in a variety of interest areas in some depth; project-based learning, 
student centred activities, collaboration, problem-exploring and problem-solving. 
The options topics to be studied within the course may include: 

 Robotics 

 Animation and networking systems 

 Database design 

 Digital media and video production 

 Software development - including game design and application (App) 

development 

 Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality – use and creation 

 Artificial Intelligence; Modelling, Simulation and Machine Learning 

 Coding and Programming Languages i.e. HTML, Python, Java Script, etc. 

Assessment Tasks 
Assessment in Information and Software Technology is based on 3 areas: 

 Digital Portfolio 60% of course grade 

 Collaboration 20% of course grade 
 Formal Examinations 20% of course grade 

Students will receive a statement of achievement on their ROSA based on the 
above tasks. 

 

Additional Information 
 BYO Windows device 

 Willingness to work both independently and collaboratively 

 Comply with WHS requirements 

 Incursions and Excursions throughout both Years 9 and 10 

 Participation and entry into numerous State, National and International competitions i.e. RoboCup, 
Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge, Microsoft Artificial Intelligence for Good Challenge, etc. 
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iSTEM – integrating Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
iSTEM is a practical-based future focused course that aims to develop interest and skills in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. The course has developed, with assistance from RDA Hunter, in 
response to industry calls for potential employees to be better versed in the skills necessary for the modern 
workforce: problem solving capabilities; the ability to collaborate and work in a team; creative and critical 
thinking skills; and greater foundation skills in the areas of mathematical, scientific and technological literacy.  

 
Content  
The course will broadly cover areas around engineering principles and practices, aerodynamics, CAD design and 
3D printing, mechatronics, coding and motion. The students will gather theoretical content as they apply new 
knowledge in developing solutions to designing, building and testing engineering challenges. Students will 
regularly complete projects, individually and in groups, that are intended to illustrate their understanding of 
STEM concepts, culminating in a major project in Year 10, where students develop an idea from its inception 
and refine it until its realisation at completion. 
 

Assessment Tasks  
Assessment is based on a 50% practical and 50% theoretical component where students are required to apply 
their developing knowledge and understanding of basic engineering principles to build a project which is 
designed to solve a real world problem. The practical assessment tasks require the development and 
submission of a design process diary incorporating research, method of construction and evaluations. 
Satisfactory completion of 200 hours of iSTEM during Years 9 & 10 will be recorded with a grade on the 
student’s Record of Achievement. 

 
Additional Information  
Students have many and varied opportunities for excursions and out of school experiences to enable students 
to make connections with first hand investigation and real world applications, explore STEM based projects and 
consider future career paths. Opportunities include university engineering faculty visits, aviation and defence 
industry tours and taking part in local and regional challenges with the CO2 dragsters, the Mars Rover robots 
and the Electric Vehicle Bike festival. Excursion costs, including bus fares, are covered by the school resource 
fees.  
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Marine and Aquaculture Technology 
Marine and Aquaculture Technology is a project-based, practical course 
relating to coastal and water environments. Future custodians are provided 
with the opportunity to cultivate appreciation, developing the knowledge and 
skills to maintain and protect the unique biodiverse marine ecosystems. Critical 
thinking, applying a range of knowledge, procedures and approaches to 
analyse and develop solutions to current global issues will enable students to 
make informed arguments for sustainability, communicate their appreciation 
to the community, and promote an acceptable ethical code towards marine 
ecosystems, increasingly demanded by the community and governments. 
Collaborative and creative skills are honed by engaging in project-based group 
activities. 

 
Content  
Students will complete the mandatory practical requirements and 
investigate the biology of a variety of fish and crustacean species through 
research, dissection and marine aquarium care, checking water quality 
and fish health. The effect of marine pollution on a local, national and 
international scale will be examined and the complex interrelationships 
of marine ecosystems will be investigated through an analysis of 
management strategies considering sustainability and incorporating 
provision for responsible human use. 
 

Assessment Tasks  
Assessment is based on a 40% practical component and 60% theoretical component, consisting of a variety of 
individual and group project based assessment types including written reports, presentations and website 
creation. Excursion opportunities will enable students to make connections with first hand investigations. 
Satisfactory completion of 200 hours of Marine and Aquaculture Technology during Years 9 & 10 will be 
recorded with a grade on the student’s Record of Achievement. 

 

Additional Information  
Students have many varied opportunities for out of school 
experiences, investigating marine environments and exploring 
future career paths including local pool sessions to enable 
consolidation of water safety and snorkelling techniques, visits 
to local venues like Ash Island, the Stockton Dunes, Burwood 
Rock Platform Study, Throsby Creek, Fishing excursions, 
Nelson Bay Shark and Ray Centre, the Barramundi Fish Farm 
and a Fly Point snorkelling experience.  Students will also have 
the opportunity to travel to Sydney for a day in year 9 to visit 
the Sydney Aquarium and Tangalooma Reef off Moreton Bay, 
Queensland in year 10, for a three-day expedition at an 
approximate cost of $750. Local excursion costs, including bus fares, are covered by the school resource fees. 
Swimming is a mandatory component of the course, with some lessons to be spent in the water. Therefore, 
students selecting Marine and Aquaculture Technology must possess some ability to swim to enable 
completion of the practical component of the course.  
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Music 
“Music is the only activity that engages both brain 

hemispheres at the same time. So we use both the left and the 
right brain hemisphere. So in a sense music producing, 
performing and creating music is a little bit like phys-ed for the 
brain.” Dr Geoffrey Lowe, Stateline ABC, 3 September 2010 
“Children who study music excel in every other area… 
mathematical and language skills, and the like, develop faster 
and at a greater rate of comprehension.” 

Richard Gill, Sydney Morning Herald 3 May 2005 
 

All students should have the opportunity to develop their musical abilities and potential. Music plays important 
roles in the social, cultural, aesthetic and spiritual lives of people. Music can develop the personal, social and 
academic growth of a student. It is a medium of personal expression and enables the sharing of ideas, feelings 
and experiences. This is a practical creative subject where students develop their own talents and work with 
others to gain musical knowledge and experience. 

 

Content 
Students engage in an integrated study of: 

 Performance, Composition and Listening 

 The Concepts of Music – Pitch, Duration, Tone Colour, Texture, Structure, Dynamics and Expressive 
Techniques 

 Various Contexts or Genres of Music 
Year 9 Course. 1. Music for Small Ensembles (All Styles of Music) 

2. Jazz Music 

3. Classical Music 

4. Popular Music 
Year 10 Course. 1. Australian Music (All Styles of Music) 

2. Music of Another Culture 

3. Instrument and Its Repertoire (All Styles of Music) 

4. Rock Music 

 

Assessment Tasks 
Music assessment are mostly practical, comprised of 70% - performance and composition and 30%- Listening. 

 

Additional Information 
Students are expected to perform in front of their classroom teacher for assessment purposes. They are 
encouraged, supported and provided with many other opportunities to perform in front of a variety of audiences. 
This includes opportunities to perform at Dio-Sounds, Drama night, Sight and Sound, Assemblies, End of Term 
Concerts, Liturgies and Class Performances. 
Students who study Music as an elective will have access to all music facilities including practice rooms, latest 
instruments, equipment and technology. 
Music students are eligible to attend the CAPA Immersion Tour each year at an approximate cost of $440 
(inclusive of accommodation, all workshops, theatre tickets, all main meals and transport). This excursion is not 
compulsory 
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Physical Activity & Sports Studies (PASS) 

This course has been designed for those students 
who have an interest in the areas of Physical 
Education, Sport and Recreation and supplements 
the compulsory courses of study in the Key Learning 
Areas (KLA) of PD/H/PE in Years 7 - 10. It gives the 
student the opportunity to study and gain 
understanding of the many facets of the body's 
functions and performance. With changes in our 
working hours, and the increased pressure to use 
leisure time purposefully, the course aims to 
encourage constructive pursuits of leisure activities 
to enhance a healthy lifestyle. It would also be a 
useful elective choice for those students considering 
the Year 11/12 PD/H/PE course. 

 

Content 
There are three major areas of study: 

 Movement Principles and Knowledge - the theory base to practical units of work. 
 Science of Movement - the scientific study of the systems of the body and how they relate to efficient body 

movement. 

 Practical Movement - practical experience and skill development in a variety of recreational pursuits, such 
as: Tennis, Golf, Aquatics, Volleyball, Badminton, Gym visits, Fitness Assessments, Lacrosse, Basketball and 
Hockey. 

 
Theory Topics Studied 

Year 9 Year 10 
 Australia’s Sporting Identity & Current Issues in Sport  Skill Acquisition and Development 
 Body & Energy Systems  Event Management 
 Aspects of Physical Fitness  Coaching 
 Promoting Active Lifestyle  Physical Activity for Health 

 

Assessment tasks 
Students will be assessed by using a variety of assessment strategies including: video analysis, individual reports, 
surveys, demonstrations, peer observations, practical assessment and research tasks. In addition, there will be 
formal half yearly and yearly examinations. 

 

Additional Information 
Year 9 Classes have the opportunity to attend a 5 day excursion to the ski-fields. This includes a visit to AIS at 
Canberra. The 2018 cost was $1,060 (accommodation, lift tickets, ski/boot hire, travel, lessons, breakfast and dinner 
daily). This excursion is NOT COMPULSORY. 
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Visual Arts 

The Visual Arts course promotes a positive learning environment that 
encourages and nurtures creativity, critical thinking skills and artistic expression. 
Visual Arts develops positive self-concept by encouraging individuality while 
allowing students to master a wide range of skills, processes and techniques, to 
respond creatively to a series of problems and producing resolved artworks. The 
study of historical and contemporary artworks enables students to become 
more deeply informed about different cultures, individual artists and art 
movements. 

 
Content 
Students explore the fun and exciting world of Visual Arts through the creation 
of their own artworks in a broad range of art media including: drawing, digital 
photography, digital imaging, painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, film, 
mixed media, installation art and illustration. 
The course is designed thematically integrating art making and art studying to 
inform students of contemporary and historical Australian and International art 
worlds. 

 
Assessment Tasks 
The course structure is made up of 60% practical and 40% historical and critical 
study. Practical assessment tasks require the development of a body of work and 
submission of the student’s Visual Arts Process Diary. Theory assessment tasks 
are in a range of written forms to develop writing skills and knowledge of critical 
and historical aspects of Visual Arts. 
Satisfactory completion of 200 hours of elective study in Visual Arts during Stage 
5 (Years 9 and 10) will be recorded with a grade on the student’s Record of 
Achievement. 

 

Additional Information 
Excursions and workshops are integral to learning in the Visual Arts to 
supplement the topics studied in class. Excursion destinations are determined 
each year by the specific exhibition content of travelling exhibitions and their 
appropriateness to course work. The following exhibitions and venues are 
frequently attended by Visua l Arts students: Newcastle Regional Art Gallery; 
NSW Art Gallery in Sydney; the Art Express Exhibition; Sculpture by the Sea, 
Sydney. Local artists and photographers are employed to run workshops for 
students to further develop skills and to raise awareness of the broad range of 
vocational opportunities. The cost of these excursions and workshops is 
covered by the school resource fee. 
Visual Arts students are eligible to attend the CAPA Immersion Tour in Sydney 
each year at an approximate cost of $440 (inclusive of accommodation, all 
workshops, theatre tickets, all main meals and transport). This excursion is not 
compulsory. 
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